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Bishop Eugene de Mazenod,                                                                              

Founder of the Oblate Congregation 

THE PAPAL APPROVAL OF THE OBLATE CONGREGATION 

 

Founding of the Society of Provence was announced by Fr. Eugene de 

Mazenod on October 1806. It was formed on January 25, 1816 and                      

Frs. Eugene, Tempier and probably Icard began living together as a 

community in the abandoned Carmelite Convent at Aix, France. Pope 

Leo X11 approved this community with its Constitutions and Rules on 

February 17, 1826. It is worth noting the full title the Pope gave this 

community in the papal approbation: “We hereby, with ready and 

willing mind, establish (the Congregation) and wish it to be known by 

the name of the Congregation of the Missionary Oblates of the Most 

Holy Virgin Mary, conceived without sin.” 

 
On February 18, 1826, Fr. Eugene de Mazenod wrote to the Oblates: “Heart 

and soul we should cling to our Rules and practice with exactitude everything 

they prescribe….They are no longer mere regulations, nor simply pious 

directives; they are Rules which the Church, after very careful examination, 

has approved... They have become the property of the Church, for she has 

adopted them... We are few in number… but we have our place in the Church 

as definitely as the most famous Institutes and the most saintly Societies… 

Recognise your dignity and be very careful never to dishonor your 

mother…She will bring forth many children, provided that we are faithful and 

do not by our treachery bring upon her a shameful sterility. In the name of 

God, let us be saints. 
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Jubilee Prayer 

 
 

Loving and compassionate Father,  

 

On the occasion of the 175th anniversary of the missionary life and presence 

of the Oblates in Sri Lanka, we are gathered as a compassionate and 

prophetic community in the holy ground from where our beloved Oblate 

pioneers launched their intrepid missionary endeavours. . 

 

We are gathered here today in order to praise, thank and glorify you through 

the Holy Spirit of your Son, our Saviour, for having accompanied us, your 

loving Oblates. 

 

On this memorable occasion, we are much conscious of the special divine 

energy and motivation with which you, loving Lord, had empowered                      

St. Eugene de Mazenod to respond to the urgent call to serve the poor and to 

mould a new generation of Christians. 

 

Merciful Father, we recall with much love and affection the innumerable 

blessings you have poured on us, Oblates, to lead lives worthy of the sacred 

vocation to which you have called us and initiate with Mazenodian creativity 

and commitment. 

Loving God, we are confident that you will guide us through the Spirit of 

Jesus, your Beloved Son, to proclaim the Good News of Salvation in new 

ways in the emerging new situations of the poor in Sri Lanka and in other 

countries. 

 

Oh Mary Immaculate, our tender loving Mother, continue to keep us under 

your loving and protecting mantle so that we, the Oblates, may continue to 

remain responding faithfully to the vocation to which we are called. Amen. 

 

Praised be Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate 
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THE INAUGURATION OF 175th YEAR                          

OF THE PRESENCE AND MISSION                             

OF THE OBLATES IN SRI LANKA WAS 

CELEBRATED AT COLUMBUTURAI, JAFFNA,                                     

ON FEBRUARY 14, 2022. 

 

Bishops and Oblate Provincials at the Jubilee celebrations                   

in Jaffna on February 14, 2022. 

(from left) Fr. Roshan Silva OMI (Colombo), Bishop Noel Emmanuel 

(Trincomalee),  Bishop Justin Gnanapragasam (Jaffna),                                                  

Bishop Fidelis Emmanuel Fernando (Mannar),                                                              

Bishop Joseph Ponniah (Batticaloa) and  Fr.B. Eugene OMI (Jaffna). 
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THE MISSIONARY COMMITMENT                                              

OF THE OBLATES IN SRI LANKA                                             

DURING THE PAST 175 YEARS (1847 -2022) 

- Fr. Emmanuel Fernando OMI 

On the occasion of the 175th anniversary of the active missionary 

presence of the Oblates in Sri Lanka, it is good to remember and 

celebrate with joy the contribution the Oblates (both foreign and 

local) have made (a) to keep alive the faith of the Catholics, (b) 

to the education of children belonging also to the other Religions 

and (c) to the genuine felt needs of the poor, the orphans, the 

elders and the delinquents. 

The Catholics in Sri Lanka, during their persecution under the 

Dutch, lived for 30 years without the presence of Catholic priests, 

until the arrival of Fr. Joseph Vaz in 1687 from India.  

Although after the arrival of the British in Sri Lanka in 1802, the 

Catholics gained Religious Freedom on May 27, 1806, the 

Catholics could not readily expect many Catholic priests from 

India or from Europe. 

According to Fr. Martin Quere OMI, our historian, an invitation 

to send missionaries to Sri Lanka had come to Bishop Eugene de 

Mazenod, the Oblate Founder, through a French missionary,           

Fr. Andre Reinhaud, who had been working in Sri Lanka since 

1844.  He had been a member of the Oblate mission-preaching 

team in Corsica and had left the Oblate Congregation in 1842. He 

had made known to Bishop de Mazenod the great need Sri Lanka 

had of apostolic workers. The General Council of the Oblate 
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Congregation had studied the case in 1846. Due to lack of 

personnel an immediate positive response could not be given.1  

Dearth of missionaries compelled Fr. Orazio Bettacchini who 

had come to Sri Lanka and had become Pro-Vicar and Coadjutor 

of the Vicar Apostolic of Colombo, to go to Europe in 1845 in 

search of missionaries for the North of Sri Lanka that was 

entrusted to him. 

Arrival of the Oblates    

Having failed to obtain help from the Congregation of 

Propaganda Fide in Rome, Bishop Orazio Bettacchini went to 

France. During his trip in France, he met Bishop Berteaud of 

Tulle who had told him to approach Bishop Eugene de Mazenod, 

the Founder of a new Congregation of priests, in Marseille, 

France, and who has a heart as St. Paul’s and tell him that it is a 

matter of saving the poor souls. When he hears that word, ‘poor’, 

he will be unable to resist it. The meeting took place on 25 -26 

July 1847. 

Bishop Eugene de Mazenod, although he had only a few 

Oblates at that time, readily responded to the urgent missionary 

request of Bishop Bettacchini and sent four Oblates – Frs 

Joseph Ciamin, Lewis Keating, Bro. Gaspard de Steffanis – led 

by Fr. Stephen Semeria OMI. They arrived in Sri Lanka on 

November 28, 1847 and began their missionary labours in 1848 

                                                           
1 Fr. Martin Quere OMI, A history of the Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate in Sri Lanka (1847-1947), Vol 1,p 11-12) 
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beginning in the North of Sri Lanka.             

Fr. Semeria was consecrated bishop of the 

Vicariate of Jaffna in 1857.                                                                                

In accepting the new mission in Sri Lanka, 

the Oblate Founder wrote to Fr. Vincens, the 

Novice Master, “I have accepted this new 

mission, one of the most veautiful on earth, 

and I predict that one day this large island 

will be given over to our Congregation and that our 

Congregation will make the whole island holy” 

Significant Services of the Oblates 

Bishop Eugene de Mazenod, the Oblate Founder, used to remind 

Fr. Stephen Semeria that the Oblates were sent to Sri Lanka to 

evangelise the non-Christians. Again and again, he repeated that 

their task was not merely to take care of a group of Christians. 

He wrote: “I want new Christians, formed in another mould.” 

Though the Oblate Founder wanted the conversion of the people 

to the Church to be the primary aim of the Oblates, the existing 

pastoral situation forced the pioneer Oblates under the leadership 

of their Religious leaders to have as their main concern the 

neglected groups of Christians. They were compelled to 

concentrate primarily on the renewal of the Christian life in the 

Vicariate of Jaffna. Ignorance was the major cause of 

superficiality among the Christians. Hence the Oblate 

missionaries had to visit regularly the ten to twenty mission 

stations. Since there was hardly any Catholic education, they had 
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to organize catechetical instructions for children and adults. A 

great part of the year was spent in travelling. Once a year, they 

had to visit the mission stations for the patronal feasts of the 

respective mission stations. They would arrive a few days before 

the feast, hear the confessions, explain the catechism and bring 

about reconciliation in cases of disputes and disunity.  

They trekked for souls in bullock carts and bicycles 

 

The Oblate Missionaries, like good humble shepherdic leaders 

imitating Jesus, the Good Shepherd (Jn 11:52), trekked fearlessly 

in bullock carts and by bicycles through the forests and jungles, 

full of elephants, bears and snakes, in search of the Catholics, and 

established Centres of worship and of instructions.  

In the coastal parishes, besides providing the sacraments, the 

Oblates tried to improve the living conditions of the fisherfolk. 

In the hinterlands, the Oblates established parishes and spent 

their lives selflessly caring for the poor and the neglected. The 

European Oblates learnt the national languages (Sinhala and 

Tamil) in order to serve the people.  

The pastoral needs of the people made the Oblate missionaries 

not to live under one roof but to spread over the vast territory and 
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to be bound together by their Oblate charism. They were 

physically distant from each other. They lacked the modern 

means of travel. Postal services were poor. However they did 

meet together at the annual retreat. 

Formation of catechists                                                                

As an apostolic group, the Oblates had to take some initiatives 

within the given context at that time. They had to teach the 

fundamentals of the Christian faith and the importance of the 

Sacraments. In order to achieve these objectives, there was need 

to form catechists. 

Mission - preaching 

The Oblates realized also the importance of “preaching 

missions”. When Fr. Stephen Semeria OMI succeeded Bishop 

Orazio Bettachchini, he began to organize parish - missions. The 

first parish mission was preached by Frs Constant Chounavel 

and Christopher Bonjean at Kayts from September 19th to 

October 29th, 1857. Though there were only a few Oblate 

missionaries and demanded many sacrifices from them, necessity 

forced the Oblate leaders to take this initiative.  

The Oblates have continued to concentrate on “Parish-Mission-

preaching” and “Novena preaching” by setting up two Houses 

for Oblate Preachers (Nazareth, Wennappuwa and Amaithy 

Aham, Vavuniya) and have became noted preachers.  
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Shrines 

It was Oblate Bishop Christopher Bonjean, who inaugurated the 

July 02 annual festival at Madhu in 1870, which grew in 

popularity over the years and became the one festival in Sri 

Lanka which brought the biggest number of Catholic 

worshippers to one spot from all parts of the island. 

When the war was declared in 1939, the shrine at Tewatte, 

Ragama, gained prominence due to a Vow made by the then 

Archbishop of Colombo, Jean Marie Masson OMI, to Our 

Lady on 26.5.1940 that if Sri Lanka was spared the horrors of 

War, he would build a Votive Shrine in her honour under the title 

of Our Lady of Lanka.  

The fulfilling of the above-mentioned vow and the building of 

the votive Shrine (later declared a Minor Basilica by the Pope) 

was carried out by his successor, Archbishop Thomas Cooray 

OMI (later a Cardinal).  

St. Jude’s Shrine at Indigolla built and became a place of 

pilgrimage due to the foresight of Fr. Philip Dissanayake OMI.  

Formation of a native clergy 

Bishop Christopher Bonjean OMI, who succeeded Bishop 

S.Semeria in 1869, became the founder of the first Seminary in 

Sri Lanka when he took the initiative to establish St. Martin’s 

Seminary in Jaffna. 
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                                                              St. Martin’s Seminary, Jaffna  

Fr. Joh Pahamuny OMI, a convert and a brother of Ven. Sri 

SaranankaraSumangala of Malwatte Chapter in Kandy, became 

one of the first seminarians of St. Martin’s Seminary.  

When Christopher Bonjean became the Metropolitan Archbishop 

of Colombo in 1883, he began St. Bernard’s Seminary in 

Colombo, which in the course of the next three-quarters of a 

century, until the amalgamation with the present National Major 

Seminary, Kandy, in 1955, produced a large number of 

presbyters (diocesan and Oblates). 

The Oblates were able to form presbyters for the dioceses and 

facilitate the establishment of the dioceses. A few Oblates 

became bishops of the dioceses in Sri . Bishop 

Ednund Peiris (Chilaw), Archbishop Thomas 

Cooray (Colombo), Emilianus Pillai (Jaffna), 

Bishop Edmund Fernando (Badulla) and Bishop 

Norbert Andradi (Anuradhapura). Archbishop 

Thomas Cooray OMI became the first Sri 

Lankan Cardinal. 

 

Cardinal Thomas Cooray OMI 
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Promoters of Catholic education 

Bishop Christopher Bonjean OMI fought for Catholic education 

in Sri Lanka and in 1865 he proposed a system of State Assisted 

Schools to be administered by each religious denomination 

(Buddhist, Hindu and Muslim). So the Government in 1869 

decided that any religious denomination could open school for its 

children which would be given a grant by the Government. 

Bishop Bonjean became the Father of Denominational School 

Ststem in Ceylon. He transformed the Catholic School Society 

of Jaffna initiated by Vicar Apostolic Orazio Bettachchini into         

St. Patrick’s College, Jaffna, and paved the way for the 

establishment of St. Joseph’s College in Colombo.  

According to Fr. W.L.A. Don Peter, (former Rector of St. 

Joseph’s College) Oblate Archbishop Christopher Bonjean’s  

contribution he made in the course of time to Sri Lanka, in both 

Jaffna and Colombo, especially in the field of education, is 

enormous. He stands out as the greatest Churchman in the history 

of the Church in the British period.  

Colleges and Schools built and directed by the Oblates                           

In the Jaffna diocese: St. Patrick’s College (Jaffna), St. 

Henry’s College (Illavalai), and St. Anthony’s College, (Kayts).                    

In the Archdiocese of Colombo: St. Joseph’s College, St. 

Peter’s College, Aquinas College of Higher Education, De 

Mazenod College (Kandana), St. John’s College (Dematagoda) 

Don Boosco College (Hanwella).                                                                     

In the Trincomalee diocese:St. Joseph’s College,Trincomalee.                                                                                     
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In Anuradhapura diocese: St. Joseph’s College, Anuradhapura.                                                                                         

Every parish in the dioceses has a school. 

The above-mentioned colleges were given to the respective 

dioceses very generously by the Oblates. 

On January 03, 2019 Oblates began a new Coillege (Mazenod 

College) at Anuradhapura. 

Education of girls 

For the education of the girls, at the invitation of the Oblates, the 

Holy Family Sisters of Bordaux came to Sri Lanka in 1861. 

Media                                                                                                                        

From the very outset, the Oblates established a weekly 

publication in both English and the local languages- the Catholic 

Messenger, Gnanartha Pradeepaya (in Colombo), Catholic 

Guardian and Pathukawalan (in Jaffna) and also the Sacred 

Heart Messenger. 

For nursing the Sick and the Elders 

In 1886, Bishop Bonjean brought the Francican Missionaries of 

Mary (FMM) for nursing at the General Hospital, Colombo, in 

respons to an appeal by Dr.Kynsey, Head of the medical 

department. In 1888, he got the Little Sisters of the Poor to open 

a Home for elders at Maradana. 

Properties, such as the one where the Archbishop’s House, 

Aquinas College, St. Aloysius Seminary and the Catholic Press, 

are situated, were bought by Bishop Christopher Bonjean OMI 
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with money brought from France. St. Francis Xavier’s Major 

Seminary at Columbuturai, Jaffna, is built in a property bought 

by the Oblates. These properties were given to the respective 

dioceses very generously. 

Innovators                                                                                                                      

For example, Fr.Swaminathapillai Gnanapragasar, popularly 

known as Swami Gnanapragasar, born of devout Hindu parents 

at Manipay, became an innovative evangelizer, a linguist, a 

writer and a famous historian.  Fr. Peter Pillai became the 

Apostle of Social Justice Movement in Sri Lanka, ably assisted 

by Fr. Tissa Balasuriya who took the initiative also to introduce 

the teachings of the 2nd Vatican Council to the Lay Faithful, the 

Religious and the clergy and worked for social justice through 

the Centre for Society and Religion (CSR). Fr. Andrew Peter 

Fernando helped to translate the Holy Bible into Sinhala 

language (Catholic Edition). Bishop Edmund Peries was a 

noted historian, writer and a preacher. Fr. Marcelline Jayakody 

promoted mass media and music (cultural and liturgical).  .  

The coastal population in the Northern and in the Western 

Provinces of Sri Lanka engaged in fishing was cared very much 

by the Oblate Fathers. Special mention must be made of Fathers 

Victor Deslandes, Emile Viard, H. Moreau, J.B. Antoninus 

and F.J. Stanislaus who had been involved in the development 

of the fisher-families in Jaffna. Victor Deslandes was a member 

of the Government Fisheries Commission of Sri Lanka.  

Fr. M.Anthony Fernando OMI, who laboured very much for 

the resident and migrant fishermen and their families of 
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Negombo, submitted on November 20, 1980, a Memorandum 

signed by him, to Bishop Frank Marcus Fernando, the President 

of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference, requesting the Bishops to 

set up a Mandatory Lay Apostolic Organisation since the fisher-

families were facing many problems. 

  

Fr. J. B. Antoninus, who was much involved in raising the 

quality of life of the fisher-families in the dioceses of Jaffna and             

.  

Chilaw was a member of the Fisheries Advisory Board. At the 

invitation of Bishop Leo Nanayakkara OSB, he went to the 

diocese of Kandy and set up a Centre, SETIK, and worked also 

for the upliftment of the tea estate workers.  
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Fr. Jayantha Pinnawela OMI, a competent lecturer and a lover 

of the oppressed, heard the cries of the farmers and their 

families.He reached out to many Buddhist farmers. He died 

serving the poor farmers. 

 

Charismatic and prophetic Fr. Michael Rodrigo OMI, with two 

doctorates in Philosophy (Rome) and Theology (Paris), pitched 

his tent among the peasants of Buttala in July 1980 to uplift them. 

.  Fr.Michael Rodrigo OMI 

 He was brutally killed on November 10, 1987 while celebrating 

the Eucharist in his tent in the evening. 
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Fr. Lucien Schmitt helped to establish the Social and Economic 

Development Centre (SEDEC) for the development of the poor. 

Since he had good contacts with the funding Agencies in Europe, 

he was able to obtain financial assistance for many projects and 

prgrammes, thereby helped the struggling families.   

Frs. Henk Schram was engaged in the apostolate of the 

Christian Workers’ Movement (CWM) and Fr. Stanislaus 

Fernando was involved in the apostolate of the young christain 

students (YCS) and workers (YCW). Both of them concentrated 

very much on the training of leaders with Christian values. 

Fr. Felix Mevel introduced the “Lakrivi” (Children’s 

Movement) in Sri Lanka.    

The Irish Oblate, Fr. Charles Lytton, Principal of St. Patrick’s 

College advocated and sponsored the construction of the 

railway line to Jaffna. 

Care of the sick, the prisoners and orphans                                              

Many Oblates have been chaplains to the sick and the infirm in 

the hospitals in Colombo. Fr. Claude Lawrence had been a 

chaplain to the prisoners and to the sick in the Hospitals in 

Colombo for more than 45 years, using an old push-bicycle for 

his apostolate. Fr. Adrien Duffo who cared for the prisoners, 

converted Sardiel of Utumankanda in 1864. 

Spiritual Guides                                                                                                             

The Oblates have also animated spiritually the mandated 

Associations of the Layfaithful, such as the Legion of Mary, 
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Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVP), the Sacred Heart 

Confraternity and empowered Layfaithful through YCS, YCW 

and CWM.  

Shrines at Madhu, Tewatte and at Indigolla, a Reformatory 

(Susithodaya) and an Orphanage at Maggona, a Retreat House at 

Tewatte, a Catechetical Centre at Tammita, Negombo, and a 

Holiday House (Underbank) at Nuwara Eliya are also due to the 

initiative of the Oblates. 

Many convent- schools and welfare centres run by the 

Religious Congregations began in Sri Lanka at the invitation of 

the Oblates. 

Foreign Missions 

Fr. M. Anthony Fernando, the first Sri 

Lankan Oblate who became the Provincial 

Superior (1962-1969) in Sri Lanka, opened 

missions outside Sri Lanka. In 1968, he sent 

Fr. Emmanuel Mariampillai and Fr. Philips 

Stanislaus as border-crossing missionaries                                                        

                                                                                 

Fr.E. Mariampillai OMI   Fr. P.Stanislaus OMI 
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to Kanchipuram, South India.  

Besides sending Sri Lankan Oblates to Rome for theological 

and social studies, Fr Anthony began sending the Sri Lankan 

Oblates for pastoral studies to Philippines and India. 

Fr. Lucien Schmitt, who succeeded Fr. Anthony as Provincial 

Superior, started  the Nilaveli mission in Trincomalee in 1970 

and sent Sri Lankan Oblates to Pakistan in 1971, and  to 

Bangladesh in 1973.He  Fr. Louis Ponniah, who became the 

Major Superior, General Delegation of Jaffna in 1985 and Oblate 

Provincial in 1988, opened a mission in Norway and sent Fr. N. 

Arulnesan to United Arab Emirates. Fr. W. Steckling OMI ( now 

a Bishop in Paraguay, former Superior General and his council 

officially transferred the General Delegation of Japan-Korea to 

the Oblate Province of Colombo, headed by Fr. Clement 

Waidyasekara, on April 10, 2010. Many Sri Lanka Oblates are 

now ministering in many countries among the poor and the 

abandoned.  

An Assessment                                                                                       

According to Fr. W.L.A. Don Peter (former Rector of St. 

Joseph’s College, Colombo and of Aquinas College of Higher 

Studies, Colombo, historian and educationist), Bishop de 

Mazenod's initial concern for his Oblates and their work had 

been a factor contributing to the progress of the Oblate activities 

in Sri Lanka. The Oblates were leading missionaries and pastors 

in the island and the chief architects of the Lankan Church in 

the British period. The Founder of the Oblates, St. Eugene de 
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Mazenod, not only willingly sent members of his Order for 

work in Sri Lanka but continued to give them guidance. During 

the 14 years from the first arrival of Oblates in Sri Lanka in 

1847 up to his death in 1861 he sent 51 letters to Sri Lanka most 

of them to Father (later Bishop) Stephen Semeria. (cf. Catholic 

Church in Sri Lanka -      A History in outline- The British Period). 

Partnership needed today  

Today the Oblates in Sri Lankan are in a new historic situation, 

facing many new realities in a very fast changing country. Holy 

Spirit of God is One who will help to build a spirit of partnership 

among the Consecrated Religious, the ordained presbyters and 

the Layfaithful in order to bring abundance of life, which Jesus 

has promised for all human beings (Jn 10:10; 2: 1-10; 21: 1-14).           

******** 

 

 

“They must strive to be saints. They must walk courageously 

along the same paths trodden by so many before them: apostolic 

labourers for the Gospel who, while carrying out the same 

ministry to which they themselves now feel called, handed on 

such splendid examples of virtue.” 

- St. Eugene de Mazenod 
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Jubilee Homily  
 

GOSPEL REFLECTION (Eph.1:3-6,11-12; Lk.1:46-55)             

at the Eucharistic Celebration  on Feb. 14th, 2022                       

at De Mazenod Chapel, Columbuturai, Jaffna,                                            

by Gerard de Rosairo, OMI 

Dear Rev. Bishops, fellow Religious, Lay Associates and Brother 

Oblates! We are gathered together to thank and praise God for 

God’s actions for our people in and through our pioneering 

Oblates. It is only right that we thank God for them in the words 

of Mother Mary. 

Mother Mary magnified the Lord, proclaiming God’s actions in 

her own life and rejoicing in God as Saviour. She began with 

God’s actions in her own life for choosing her to be the Mother 

of Messiah. Today we thank God who began His saving actions 

through the humble pioneering Oblates of Mary Immaculate, sent 

here by Bishop Eugene de Mazenod,  the Founder himself, a man 

with a heart larger than the world. 



23 
 

These humble servants came here with willing hearts, pitched 

their camp among our people imitating Jesus (Jn.1:14), worked 

in virgin soil, crossing boundaries. In their multi-faceted 

ministries they reached out to the poorest, the socially and 

economically less privileged, focusing on formation of the local 

churches and giving priority to formal education. Their initiative 

in education later had a bearing on education in vernacular and 

formation of schools of other religions. Let us remember Bishop 

Bonjean in this venture. They were conscious also of national 

safety and security. Let us recall Archbishop Jean Marie Masson 

who vowed to build a basilica for our Mother Mary. 

Mother Mary, being blessed to be the Mother of the Saviour, 

having listened to Simeon’s prophecy in the Temple about her 

Son, was to bear the grief of Him being rejected, shamed and 

crucified outside the camp (Heb. 13: 13). It was scarcely for her 

an unmixed blessings, yet she kept everything in her heart and 

thanked God. 

 This experience of our Missionary Mother was an inspiration to 

our missionaries when they faced setbacks, ungratefulness, 

moments of being expelled, etc. Nevertheless they kept their 

missionary spirit aflame. I believe the whole Church being 

missionary in character, has kept alive such missionary character 

by the Religious in the life of the Church. Let us thank God with 

Mother Mary. 

Mother Mary perceived furthermore God’s action in her life 

which was consistent with the saving action in her history. God 

whom she praised was a God who saved an “embodied people”, 
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not some isolated souls, a God who acted in a concrete historical 

situation, a God who filled the needy with good things, lifted up 

the lowly granting them dignity and honour, a seat at the table, a 

voice in the conversation, showed strength by disrupting the 

world’s power structures. 

Clearly such saving actions of God, proclaimed by Mother Mary 

are Good News to the poor, bringing hope to the lowly ones. The 

Church, the community of the faithful, is called to announce this 

Good news to the poor. It is for this purpose the Church exists. 

The Church should do the proclamation in communion, making 

participation of all possible, recognizing the pluriformity of 

Charisms in the Community of the Faithful. We need to consider 

our fellowship in ministering the Good News to different sections 

of peoples in a liberating way in word and action as Jesus did. 

 If communion in being and ministering fails or lacks, then it will 

hinder the effective and witnessing ministry. It will be counter 

witnessing. It is through effective ministry of the Good News, the 

saving actions of God that we can lead the flock to God’s realm. 

That is the goal of our ministry of the Good News. 

Good News is the new wine which needs new wine skins! We 

need to push the boat further and cast the nets in deep water! 

The universal communion is operative in the heart of people and 

among people who are aware of God’s presence among them. For 

us who believe in the Holy Trinity, it should be more evident. We 

should therefore act promptly in communion. It is being in 

communion that we will be free of self-absorption. We need to 
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realize our own need for conversion. Being open to the universal 

communion of the Blessed Trinity, we need to be transformed. 

As St. Paul states, “God has already decided that through Jesus 

Christ He would make His Family… Let us Praise God for this 

glorious grace and work in communion and solidarity….” (Eph. 

1:4-5). 

God bless you. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

“Mary Immaculate is patroness of our Congreation…..We 

shall always look on her as our mother. In the joys and 

sorrows of our missionary life, we feel close to her who is the 

Mother of Mercy.Wherever our ministry takes us, we will 

strive to instill genuine devotion to the Immaculate Virgin 

who prefigures God’s final victory over all evil” (OMI C 10) 
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MESSAGE OF OUR SUPERIOR GENERAL 
 

 
 

Dear Very Reverend Father Provincial, Eugene Benedict OMI, 

Provincial of Jaffna Province,  

 

Dear Very Reverend Father Provincial, Roshan Silva OMI, Provincial 

of Colombo Province,  

 

Very dear Reverend Fathers and Brothers, Missionary Oblates of Mary 

Immaculate,  

 

Very dear faithful devoted lay men and women associated to us through 

friendship, support and in living the charism of St. Eugene de Mazenod, 

and Very dear and dedicated Oblate Youth,  

 

May God's gracious blessings be upon all of you as you celebrate this 

175th jubilee of Oblate life and mission in Sri Lanka!  

 

Our beloved Founder, St. Eugene de Mazenod, wrote in 1847: "What 

a field of labour is opening up before us... in the most beautiful country 

of the world... How would it be possible to resist so many pressing 

motives and not respond with gratitude to cooperate powerfully in such 

a great good work? I have therefore accepted this new mission, one of 

the most beautiful in the world. I foresee that one day this great island 
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will become an endowment which our Congregation will sanctify 

entirely."  

 

St. Eugene's missionary initiative to accept this field of labour has 

proved very true! We see Oblate life and mission flourishing "in the 

most beautiful country of the world." On your invitation for the 175th 

Jubilee Year, you have a theme inspired in the words of Pope Francis 

to the members of the 36th General Chapter in 2016: "... [M]ay the 

Lord allow you to write new pages that are as evangelically fruitful as 

those of your brothers who, over the past 200 years, have borne witness 

sometimes, even with blood, to that great love for Christ and for the 

Church." You have expressed the desire that you want to write new 

pages of evangelization with the creativity and commitment of St. 

Eugene. In light of the theme that you have chosen for this year, I pray 

the Lord to bless you with a three-fold grace.  

 

The grace of conversion: In order to write new pages of the Gospel 

that will be fruitful, we stand in need of conversion: a change of heart 

and a transformation of our way of thinking, so that we have new 

behavior. For St. Eugene, this is nothing less than the call to become 

saints, a lifelong commitment to conversion. Your jubilee is a kairos 

event of God's grace. It is an opportunity given by God to shake you 

up, to wake you up and to summon you to a deeper commitment as 

Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate.  

 

Take up the Constitutions and Rules and confront your Oblate lives 

with the common commitment we have all made. Examine your 

faithfulness to the four evangelical counsels: chastity, poverty, 

obedience and perseverance. Meditate and share with one another 

about your commitment to the life of prayer, both personally and as 

communities. Finally, review your life, your generosity, your active 
engagement in living apostolic community.  

 

Saint Eugene made an inner connection between holiness and mission. 

Without the grace of conversion that leads to holiness, our mission 

becomes weak, without passion, and focused on ourselves.  
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The grace of Mazenodian creativity: I ask the Lord to bless you with 

the grace expressed on your jubilee logo: Mazenodian creativity. I 

would also add the word, audacity: leave nothing undared to extend the 

Reign of Christ! The Oblate charism and the repeated call of Pope 

Francis is to discern the most urgent needs of the Church and the poor 

and to respond to them. For an apostolic body such as ours, we need to 

have clear priorities and a focus as we respond to the needs of the poor. 

We can be overwhelmed with so many calls, so we must be aware and 

humbly admit that we cannot do everything. Let us discern, choose and 

do some ministries very well. Common discernment of priorities is 

needed and then, forming communities of Oblates to minister together 

in response to the needs.  

 

May the Lord bless you with the grace of Mazenodian creativity and 

commitment in the face of the urgent needs of the Church and of the 

poor.  

 

The grace to be the most united family on earth: Finally, I ask our 

heavenly Father to help you become that to which St. Eugene called us: 

the most united family on earth. The theme for the 37th General 

Chapter captures this: "Pilgrims of Hope in Communion." Our unity as 

an Oblate Family is of course connected to our commitment to 

apostolic community and to our growth in becoming saints. Whether at 

the level of the local Oblate apostolic community; the Oblate district 

community; each Province; both Provinces, Colombo and Jaffna; and 

at the level of the entire Congregation: we are called to live in 

communion, both in spiritual ways and in concrete expressions of 

forgiveness, reconciliation, friendship, solidarity, dialogue and trust-

building.  

 

Many Oblates in Sri Lanka are involved in ministering to the people in 

centers for conflict resolution, healing and reconciliation, centers of 

support for victims, those traumatized, etc. Many of you are also 

involved in inter-religious dialogue in many ways. We must also 

consider reconciliation among Oblates, frequent, regular ongoing inter-
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provincial dialogue, the healing of memories and trust building among 

the members of the Oblate Congregation. As we minister to others, are 

we ministering to ourselves? Are we witnesses of communion, healing, 

fraternal love, forgiveness?  

 

It is wonderful that this jubilee has been promoted by both Provinces. 

I pray for the grace that this will be a true "revolution of tenderness", a 

commitment to communion among Oblates that will be intentionally 

promoted by both Provinces. In this way, St. Eugene's desire that we 

would be the most united family on earth can take place in the most 

beautiful country on earth.  

 

We accompany you in prayer during this year. May God's kairos pour 

forth many blessings upon you and the people whom you serve. May 

Mary Immaculate, our Mother of Mercy and Patroness intercede for 

you to do God's will as she told the servants in Cana: "Do whatever He 

tells you."  

 

Happy jubilee!  

 

Your brother Oblate in Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,  

 

 

 

Most Rev. Fr. Louis Lougen, O.M.I.  
Superior General  

February 08, 2022 
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THE OBLATES WHO HAD DIE 

MESSAGE OF FR. B. EUGENE OMI,                                      

Provincial Superior, Oblate Province of Jaffna         

                         

Dear Fathers, Brothers and friends, 

It gives me immense pleasure to say a few words on this occasion 

of the 175 th year of jubilee of the arrival, life and presence of the 

Oblates in our country. 

The Oblate Charism:  

The tree, it is said, lives by its roots. Pope Paul VI using for the 

first time the term “charism of the founders” pointed the need of 

returning to it as the first requirement for the renewal of religious 

life. 

Historical Events: 

For us history is not a mere timeline of events of the past that 

explains away how we arrived at where we are today. But it is a 

continuing and ongoing salvation history. It is an account of what 
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God has done for his people. The same could be said of the 

history of our life in Sri Lanka as we celebrate this jubilee. We 

cannot but be filled with apostolic favor when we recall each time 

how our predecessors were eager to leave everything that were 

dear to them and set out on a journey to bring the Gospel to an 

unknown land far away. 

Religious life:  

Religious life is a permanent commitment to live in love. A 

religious commits to Love within structure of vows and 

community. The religious vocation places us at the heart of the 

Church and puts us entirely at the service of Her mission. Our 

belongingness is further extended by the fact that our vocation 

calls us to be deeply united with the world and its history. These 

fundamental principles make us realize that we are not alone; 

instead we form part of a network of Congregations that share a 

common task. 

Life as a religious becomes sterile if we consecrated to God 

refuse to tune our ears to the truth that appears emerges from the 

society and act accordingly. In this a religious should transcend 

conventional way of living. Radicalism of a religious is to go 

beyond comfort zones, longing for satisfaction and an eagerness 

to be successful. Instead, radicalism embraces the risk to love, 

the pain to grow and the passion to transcend. The religious is 

called to be a realist and to be attentive to the signs of the times, 

convinced that the Lord manifests his will also through the 

demands of time and place. Timely response to these needs 

requires a well-balanced creativity. 
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Phrases such as attentive to the signs of the times, the demands 

of the time and place and to keep abreast with the new trends, 

which we often encounter in our official documents, confirm our 

need to recognize and respond to change with a spirit of initiative 

and flexibility. 

Holy Father Pope Francis: 

The Holy Father Pope Francis in his address to the participants 

of the 36 th General Chapter on the 7 th of October 2016 fondly 

reminded us that we are a missionary religious family and noted 

that the Church, along with the entire world, is experiencing an 

age of great transformation, in the most diverse of fields. It needs 

men who carry in their hearts the same love for Jesus Christ that 

lived in the heart of the young Eugene de Mazenod. He also 

invited the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate to work for 

a Church that is for everyone, a Church that is ready to welcome 

and to accompany. 

In the same message, the pope indicates that the Church needs of 

us, of our missionary courage, our availability to bring to 

everyone the Good News that frees and consoles. He insists that 

we experience the joy of the Gospel first, then shine forth on our 

face, making us joyful witnesses and he wishes us that charity be 

among us be our first rule of life, the premise of every apostolic 

action; and May zeal for the salvation of souls be a natural 

consequence of this fraternal charity.                                                                                  

We are Proud                                                                                                      

As we celebrate this wondrous occasion, with grateful hearts, 
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we thank our heavenly Father for his mercy, fidelity and love. 

May the Lord allow us to write new pages that are as 

evangelically fruitful as those of our brothers, who over the past 

175 years have borne witness to that great love of Christ and 

His Church. We look to the future with unwavering hope and an 

unshaking trust and faith in the Lord. 

We, the Oblates in Sri Lanka, raise our minds and hearts to God 

in thanksgiving for letting us to be part of this illustrious history 

of the Church in Sri Lanka. Let us be encouraged and continue 

with courage and passion to be faithful to the unique missionary 

calling the Lord has entrusted to us. For this, we look to the past 

with gratitude, live out the present with passion and ready to 

embrace the future with hope. We are Oblates of Mary 

Immaculate. 

May this name be for us a constant commitment to the mission. 

Stay blessed always. 

Fr. B. Eugene, OMI                                                                                                                                                              

Provincial Superior,                                                                                      

Oblate Province of Jaffna.                                                                                 

14. 02.2022 

 

 

 

 



34 
 

MESSAGE OF FR. ROSHAN SILVA OMI,                            

Provincial Superior, Oblate Province of Colombo 

                                 

Dear Bishops, dear Fathers, dear Sisters and dear friends, 

 

Today we are gathered here for inaugural celebration of the 

Jubilee year, the 175th Anniversary of the Oblate presence in Sri 

Lanka. This is an event which is very much significant and thus 

it has to be celebrated. I take this opportunity to salute all the 

Oblates who have worked hard in our soil to make our Oblate 

what they are today. Their commitment, dedication, loyalty, 

faithfulness, fidelity, duty consciousness, sense of obedience had 

been beyond explanation and we owe so much to our pioneers. 

Our Founder sent Missionaries to Sri Lanka out of sheer zeal for 

the evangelization of the country since there was a dearth of 

missionaries. Our Founder referred to Ceylon as the most 

beautiful island in the world and the most promising mission 

which divine providence had opened for the Oblates. Thus, the 

Oblates have been working with both urban and rural 

communities, especially with the poorest of the poor, the 

marginalized and the abandoned in the society. Wherever the 

poor are, one would find the Oblates.  
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The Oblates today can be proud since in so many places they are 

found in the margins of society. Our charism makes us to 

evangelize the poor and to be evangelized by the poor. During 

the past 175 years, the Oblates had ventured into challenging 

ministries such as non-formal education, inter-religious dialogue, 

ministry for social justice and integrity of creation, ministry for 

ethnic peace, helping the people affected by the war etc. Pope 

Pius XI declared Oblates as "specialists in the most difficult 

missions of the Church". The success of Oblate activities is in 

many ways due to the fact that the Oblates work close to the 

people. They are ready to take risks and are able to rough out and 

go through difficulties. The Oblate Provinces of Jaffna and 

Colombo have not limited their services to Sri Lanka only. We 

have begun to send missionaries abroad as pioneers to establish 

new missions in countries such as Pakistan, Bangladesh, Korea, 

Japan, Norway, France, Denmark, Cuba, Australia, Mexico, 

Brazil, Italy etc. There were many outstanding Oblates who have 

left their indelible mark in the lives of the people through their 

competence and their creativity, especially in their missionary 

ventures, in the fields of education and development. Now it is 

our turn my dear brother Oblates and the formees, the future of 

the Oblate Provinces.  

 

1. It is true that we glory in the past and take pride in the 

Oblate giants of the past. Now it is our task to continue to 

work together, to have a clear Oblate identity.  

2. We need not any more become hired servants of some 

bishops, who would hire and fire us when they decide. 

We are happy that we are able to work together as Sri 

Lankan Oblates, though we have two Oblate Provinces.  

3. We need to continue to read the times and raise our heads 

and see where we are needed. The local Ordinaries, the 

bishops, may not need us now to manage the parishes. 
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They have their diocesan priests. But we as Oblates need 

to continue to reflect as to where we are needed, the 

places where the diocesan clergy may not like to go and 

get involved in certain apostolates. Let us raise our heads 

and see. Fr. R. Rolheiser OMI says: "A missionary is one 

who goes where he or she is needed but not wanted, 

and who leaves when he or she is wanted but not 

needed." I like to conclude my speech with the words of 

theologian Edward Schillebeeckx who said: "What you 

dream alone remains a dream, but what you dream 

together can become a reality." Let us make it also our 

own.  

 

The Oblate charism is predicated on the conviction that 

compassion must be collective in order to be effective. 

Hence, as Sri Lankan Oblates - of the two Oblate 

Provinces of Colombo and Jaffna-  are preparing to 

celebrate our presence in Sri Lanka, let us decide to dream 

together, to walk together, to talk together and to work 

together. As missionaries, our sole objective is to 

discover together new pathways for the preaching of the 

Good News of Jesus Christ to the people of today.  

Thank you. May God bless you all.  

 

Fr. Roshan Silva OMI                                                       

Provincial Superior,                                                                       

Oblate Province of Colombo 

14.02.202 
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THE OBLATES WHO HAD DIED IN SRI LANKA                                                                                                         

SINCE THE 150 th ANNIVERSARY                                

(1847 -1997/1998) OF THE ARRIVAL OF THE OBLATES 

IN SRI LANKA  

(THE TRIBUTE by Fr. Philips Jesuthasan OMI contains 

information regarding the 470 Oblates who had passed away 

between 1847 – 1997/1998).  

During the past 25 years (14.1.1999 - 17.1. 2022), 93 Oblates, 

who had served our people in Sri Lanka, had gone to rest in peace 

with God, our Maternal Father. Please find below each Oblate’s 

name with the date, the month and the year of his death. 

1. Fr. Louis Joseph OMI (14.1.1999) 

2. Br. Don Marcelline Kuruwita OMI (15.6.1999) 

3. Fr. Emmanuel Wijeratnam OMI (5.7.1999) 

4. Fr. Luigi Gonzaga Hettiarachchi OMI (11.11.1999) 

5. Br. Neville Fernando OMI (25.1.2000) 

6. Bp. Henry Goonewardena OMI (17.4.2000) 

7. Fr. Michael Saverimuttu OMI (29.5.2000) 

8. Fr. Emile Perera OMI (26.7.2000) 

9. Fr. Raphael Aloysius OMI (19.9.2000) 

10. Fr. Jayantha Pinnawela OMI (31.10.2000) 

11. Fr. Gaston Alwinus OMI (5.9.2001) 

12. Fr. Alfred Rayappu OMI (16.1.2002) 

13. Fr. John Francis OMI (29.1.2002)\ 

14. Fr. Adrian Joseph OMI (17.2.2002) 

15. Fr. Sarath Silva OMI (14.3. 2002) 

16. Fr. Eugene Rinchon (22.10.2002) 

17. Fr. Mervyn Lowe OMI (12.4.2003) 

18. Fr. Eugene Lepeltier (9.12.2003) 
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19. Fr. Jean Louis Miqueu OMI (20.1.2004) 

20. Fr. Gallo Balma Augustino OMI (15.2.2004) 

21. Fr. Albert Pleiber OMI (22.3.2004) 

22. Fr. Anthony Dharmaratne OMI (19.5.2004) 

23. Bp. Edmund Fernando OMI (16.7. 2004) 

24. Fr. Michael Croos OMI (1.9.2004) 

25. Fr. Michaelsamy Arochiasamy (23.10.2004) 

26. Fr. Shirely Ferdinando OMI (1.4.2005) 

27. Fr. Fredrick Sackett OMI (27.6.2005) 

28. Fr. Arulnesan Nicholapillai OMI (3,2.2006) 

29. Br. Maurice Gaveau OMI (03.03.2006) 

30. Fr. Joseph Pulle OMI (10.4.2006) 

31. Fr. Joseph Perera OMI (27.6.2006) 

32. Fr. Stanislaus Fernandopulle OMI (6.1.2007) 

33. Fr. Henry Farinelle OM I (12.1.2007) 

34. Fr. Mark Berard OMI  (18.4.2007) 

35. Fr. Clinton Anandappa OMI (18.5. 2007) 

36. Fr. Lucien Schmitt OMI (10.7.2007) 

37. Fr. Hilarian Dissanayake OMI ( 29.3.2008) 

38. Fr. Jean Habestroh OMI ( 15.07.2008) 

39. Fr. Yves Caroff OMI (12.8.2008) 

40. Fr. Gilbert Perera OMI (26.9.2008) 

41. Fr. Peter Stanislaus Fernando OMI ( 30.1.2009) 

42. Fr. Mariampillai Emmanuel OMI ( 27.02.2009) 

43. Br. Don Remigius OMI (09.04.2009) 

44. Fr. Marcus Anandanpulle OMI (07.08.2009) 

45. Fr. Philippiah Jesunesan OMI ( 13.08.2009) 

46. Fr. Oswald Amirthampillai OMI (28.8.2009) 

47. Fr. Mariampillai Pavilupillai OMI (08.09.2009) 

48. Fr. Patrick Gnanapragasm OMI (21.12.2009) 

49. Fr. Dalston Forbes OMI (21.1.2010) 

50. Br. Paul Fernando OMI (21.5.2010) 
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51. Fr. Reginald de Silva OMI (12.7.2010) 

52. Fr. Mervyn Shelton Perera OMI (22.1. 2011) 

53. Fr. Robert Luckhart OMI (4.2.2011) 

54. Fr. Bastampillai Singarayer Mariathasan (11.3.2011) 

55. Fr. Anthony Francis Kulas OMI (22.9.2011) 

56. Fr. Anselm Silva OMI (18.11.2011) 

57. Fr. Marcus Rupesinghe OMI (18.11.2011) 

58. Fr. Leander Fernando OMI ( 7.5.2012) 

59. Fr. Tissa Balasuriya OMI (17.1.2013) 

60. Fr. Boniface Bastians OMI (10.5.2013) 

61. Fr. Jan Heemrood OMI (31.5.2013) 

62. Fr. Bernard Quintus OMI (9.10.2013) 

63. Fr. Santhiapillai Joseph Francis OMI (13.1.2014) 

64. Fr. Joseph Navaratnam OMI (19.1.2014) 

65. Fr. Martin Quere OMI (23.6.2014) 

66. Fr. Edwin Thevathasan OMI(18.8.2014) 

67. Fr. Damian Fernando OMI (9.9.2014) 

68. Fr. Joseph Tarcisius Rodrigo OMI (28.4.2015) 

69. Br. John Gilbert Pullenayagam OMI (28.1.2016) 

70. Fr. Andre Didon OMI (16.5.2016) 

71. Fr. Joseph Perera OMI (24.6.2016) 

72. Fr. Ernest Premasiri OMI (28.11.2016) 

73. Fr. Peter Chrysanthus Fernando OMI (4.1.2017) 

74. Fr. Chritian Gilles OMI (11.2.2017) 

75. Br. Cecil Marcus Perera OMI ( 16.2.2017) 

76. Fr. Dudley Perera OMI (3.5.2017) 

77. Fr. Anthony Padidilian OMI ( 18.8.2017) 

78. Fr. Joseph Samarakone OMI (11.9.2017) 

79. Fr. Betram Tirimanne OMI( 3.4.2018) 

80. Fr. Fraccid Anthony Fernando OMI (21.5.2018) 

81. Fr. Camillus Silva OMI (9.8.2018) 

82. Fr. Hilarion Vethanayagam OMI (29.11.2018) 
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83. Fr. Jeevanadas Fernando OMI (16.4.2019) 

84. Fr. P.Emmanuel Jesuthsan OMI ( 23.9.2019) 

85. Fr. Peduru Amalnathan OMI (16.3.2020) 

86. Fr. Hilary Peiris OMI (30.3.2020) 

87. Fr. A. Victor Jeyasingham OMI (29.9.2020) 

88. Bp.Victor Gnanapragasam OMI (12.12.2020) 

89. Fr. Lucian Perera OMI (28.3.2021) 

90. Fr. G. Edmund Michael OMI (13.11.2021) 

91. Fr. Chryshantha Fernando OMI (17.1.2022). 

92. Fr. Gamini Silva OMI (05.4.2022) 

 

+     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     + 

“Death is not extinguishing the light;                                                

it is putting out the lamp because the dawn has come.”                                                                   

-  Rabindranath Tagore 

“We will keep alive the memory of our deceased                                       

nd not fail to pray for them, faithfully offering                                           

the suffrages prescribed on their behalf.”                                             

(Oblate CC 43). 
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SRI LANKAN OBLATES MINISTERING                                      

IN COUNTRIES OUTSIDE SRI LANKA 

 

From the Oblate Province of Jaffna 
1. Fr. Edmund Reginald OMI in Denmark 

2. Fr. Soosaipillai Alrin OMI in Denmark 

3. Fr. Christy Joy Fernando OMI in Denmark 

4. Fr. Jagath Premanath Gunapala OMI in Norway 

5. Fr. Jeyanthan Paul Pachchek OMI in Norway 

6. Fr. James Jeyachandran OMI in Australia 

7. Fr. Meno Basti Jayantha OMI in Australia 

8. Fr. Praveen Mahesan OMI in Kenya 

9. Fr. Jesuratnam Jude Bernard OMI in the Philippines 

10. Fr. Bede Sujaharan OMI in Mexico 

11. Fr. Peter Rajanayagam O|MI in Italy 

12. Fr. Velichor A. Jerome OMI in Italy (General House) 

13. Fr. Parananthu Vimalarajan OMI in Great Britain 

14. Fr. Linus Adrian Soyza OMI in France 

15. Fr. Paul Mathanraj OMI 0in France 

 

From the Oblate Province of Colombo 
1. Fr.J.J. Edward Thraisingham OMI in Pakistan 

2. Fr. Derrick Vernon Warnakulasuriya OMI in Pakistan 

3. Fr. E.Thyagan Fonseka OMI in Pakistan 

4. Fr. Jude Peirispulle OMI in Japan 

5. Fr. Bradley Rozairo OMI in Japan  

6. Fr. Huran Indika Jayawardena OMI in Japan 

7. Fr. Joseph Benedict OMI in U.S.A 

8. Fr. A.D. Joseph Alex OMI in Great Britain 

9. Fr. George Shihan Shanaka OMI in Cuba 

10. Fr. Angelo Wijewickrema OMI in Australia 

11. Fr. Clement Waidyasekara OMI in Italy (General House) 

12. Fr. Shanil Dinuka Jayawardena in Italy (General House)  
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OUR  FUTURE 

 

Lankan Oblate Mission 

The Way Forward  ………… 

 
In 1847 Bishop Eugène de Mazenod in Marseilles responding swiftly 

to an  urgent call, despite meagre resources of personnel hastened to 

send the first band of four missionaries to Ceylon, the most beautiful 

island in the world and dreamt it to be the most promising mission for 

the Oblates. He was right and so it was as we look at the scenario of 

175 years of oblate presence and missionary work in this tear-shaped 

island in the Indian Ocean. The Founder in fact was opening a grand 

mission in a strategic location in far-away Asia well known as an oasis 

of religions and cultures but also a continent of poverty. This jubilee is 

not only a milestone in the missionary history of the country, but also 

a point of departure for a new springtime of missionary endeavors for 

the near 350 Oblates of the two Oblate Provinces working both in Sri 

Lanka and overseas. 
 

New Paradigms for Mission in Sri Lanka 

Oblates are called to go beyond the beaten path and venture into 

pioneering missionary work with creative and innovative missionary 

strategies and commitments in the British Ceylon of the first Oblates 

which by now has been transformed dramatically since Independence 

of 1948.  Evangelization of the most abandoned among the poor 

and the most urgent needs of the Church remain the twin-criteria 

that validate any Oblate endeavor in the present context as well as 

in our way forward, remembering that our mission is not in 

isolation of the socio-cultural and even political conditions that will 

affect not only our motherland but our other missions.  

 

In Sri Lanka, though an ecclesiastical Province and a local church, or 

rather a communion of 12 diocesan local churches, there are many 

areas, even geographically that are still to be reached in missionary 
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evangelization. While we probe the possibilities of geographical 

expansion, one must probe into the areas of values that are in question 

today in our country and as a missionary Congregation confront the 

current alarmingly challenging human, socio-cultural, political and 

communication trends with its spill-over in the many faces of the poor. 

In addition to available parish ministry, the various centers presently 

active in the Oblate Provinces will serve ideally to this end, with more 

qualified personnel being prepared and projects stream-lined. 

 

The Mission of National Reconciliation 

As far as the local church of Sri Lanka is concerned, an utmost 

priority for us is to be a catalyst of social integration, national 

harmony and ethnic reconciliation which appear as matters of 

urgency. It is a matter of regret that Sri Lanka which Oblates have 

evangelized for 175 years is today an oasis of cultural tensions, 

religious extremisms and racial alienation. Placing ourselves in the 

vanguard of evangelization, the two Oblate Provinces of Jaffna and 

Colombo are amply equipped since Sri Lankan Oblates are multi-

ethnic and share the same vision regarding their missionary 

commitments to all Sri Lankans. Acting within the official church 

structure itself, the Oblates can act as salt and leaven taking the Church 

forward in this matter. Differences can be mended only by those who 

can transcend them. Our mission commitment demands that we 

participate in this urgent task of national reconciliation, collaborating 

in a spirit of common mission and solidarity. To this end it is necessary 

as the Superior General has pointed out that there be firstly, a sense of 

communion and reconciliation among all Sri Lankan Oblates. The 

theme of the coming Chapter “pilgrims of hope in communion” can 

inspire us powerfully in facing this challenge. 

 

The challenge of the Overseas Missions 

Sri Lanka was able to open new missions in India in 1968, in Pakistan 

in 1970 and in Norway in 1986. These commitments continue to 

challenge us in our fidelity to the pledges made to these local churches. 
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In the meantime, due to many a crisis overtaking missionary 

Congregations the dwindling personnel had created a global problem 

in maintaining our apostolates. In this context the General chapters 

between 1998 and 2016 came up with the idea of restructuring 

personnel and units which resulted in the merging of many units and 

redistribution of personnel. It is in this light that the missions of Japan, 

Korea and Scandinavia were entrusted to the care of the Sri Lankan 

Oblate Provinces. Missionary calls for personnel have also come from 

other countries apart from the Asia-Oceania region like Europe, Latin 

America, USA, Australia and the new free territories of the former 

Soviet Union like Belarus, Ukraine and Turkmenistan. It is now our 

turn to reach out to missions overseas in the light of the Oblate 

General Chapters with their clarion call to inter-culturality and 

internationality. The long line of foreign missionaries who came to 

our motherland, provide an excellent paradigm for our response to this 

call.  

 

Evangelizing the Poor in their New Faces 

The issue of the poor and catering to the most abandoned and 

vulnerable among them form the essence of Oblate evangelization, 

resonating well with our Oblate Charism. The question is raised as to 

the “new faces” of the poor and the new “arëopagi” that Pope St. John 

Paul II wanted the Church to confront in evangelization. Some of the 

ill effects of the war still continue to cripple the nation even as 

different forms of extremism and onslaught of a mismanaged 

economy are affecting us adversely. There is the inevitable exposure 

to the phenomena of secularization and globalization which have begun 

to intrude into our cultures. The open economy, the relentless greed for 

profit and the spirit of teeming competition cause social traumas. We 

should follow the great evangelizing paradigm of our founder: “first 

make people human, then Christian and finally help them to become 

saints”. 

 

In this context, the work for human liberation, social justice, 

education for peace and peace building, healing the traumatized, 
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value formation for children and youth etc are becoming 

increasingly important. One has to enter the world of the poor, 

wherever they are located and in whatever form they appear. Even in a 

well-structured Church, there could be the marginalized in the various 

peripheries. For reaching out to the poor and being reachable by the 

poor, we must be sensitive to any appearance of opulence and 

ostentation that alienate us from them. Our vocation is exclusively 

defined in terms of the poor. 

 

As we step into the next 25 years moving towards the bicentennial of 

Oblate presence in Sri Lanka, succeeding in some of these challenges 

will bring a new springtime for Oblates and the Church. As an 

international Congregation of pontifical right, we contribute richly to 

the global mission of evangelization that the Lord of the harvest 

entrusted to the universal Church, of which we are an apostolic and 

missionary corps. 

 

Fr. Leopold Ratnasekera OMI 

******************** 

 
EUCHARISTIC LIVING IN TODAY’S WORLD 

To the person(s) who came crying, “Dom Helder, a thief 

has broken into one of our churches and opened the 

tabernacle. The thief threw away the hosts and threw 

them into the mud…. Now we must have a great 

ceremony of atonement”, Helder Camera, Bishop of 

Recife, Brazil, had told, “We are shocked because our 

brother, the thief threw the Eucharistic Christ into the 

mud. But here in North East, Brazil, Christ lives in mud 

all the time. We must open our eyes to recognize the 

Eucharist of the poor, the oppressed, the suffering.” 
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WHAT SHOULD BE THE FOCUS                                

OF OUR OBLATES NOW?                                       

 
The jubilee year, marking the 175 years of Oblate presence and 

missionary activities in Sri Lanka, makes today’s Oblates to celebrate 

the many achievements with humility, thanking God who inspired our 

beloved Founder, St. Eugene de Mazenod, to send his missionaries 

burning with zeal to work in solidarity with the poor and the afflicted. 

The Oblates carried out their responsibilities by reading the signs of the 

times and interpreting them in the light of the Gospel to revive the spirit 

of the Catholic community that had suffered due to the persecution by 

the Dutch Calvinists. Today’s Oblates have a duty to keep alive the 

beautiful memories to fulfil the dream of our Founder which he 

expressed when he wrote to Fr. Vincens, superior of Notre-Dame de 

l’osier; “… I foresee that one day this great Island will become an 

endowment which our Congregation will sanctify entirely.” Keeping 

alive such a spirit, we, the present community of Oblates, should also 

focus our attention of important issues for the present and for the future.  

 

Community life. 
 

As follower of Jesus Christ we need to deepen our commitment to 

each other. We need to commit ourselves to ongoing conversion and 

be formed in the spirit of Jesus Christ. This ongoing conversion is the 

foundation for our life in the community and for the wellspring of our 

mission. We commit ourselves to living and working together 

promising fraternal support to each other.  Our commitment must 

embrace mutual responsibility also for the care of each other’s basic 

human needs.  

 
Our community spirit demands fostering an atmosphere of mutual trust 

and respect for each other, forgiving each other’s failings, encouraging 

each one’s talents, acknowledging each other’s achievements, 

celebrating important events of each other’s lives, caring for the 

members who are infirm, aging, or going through crises and spending 
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time together. As Oblates, we are called to share our talents and skills 

and be transparent snd accountable in our dealings. We need to share 

responsibility for our common life, our ministries and our resources. 

This accountability requires presence and knowledge of one another in 

community, as well as willingness to sacrifice for each other and for 

our common life and mission.  

 

Our Mission  

 

Our Oblate community life should focus on our being faithful to 

the mission of Jesus Christ on earth. The mandate in the gospel of 

Mathew (28:19-20): “Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of 

the age.”  The Word of God commissions us to liberate the world from 

sin by preaching the Good News and rescuing the oppressed with many 

faces. 

 

The primary objective and the purpose of our Oblate Congregation is 

to bring the Good News to the poor with many faces whose condition 

cries for salvation. Therefore, a missionary heart “never closes itself 

off, never retreats into its own security, never opts for rigidity and 

defensiveness. It   realizes that it has to grow in its own understanding 

of the Gospel and in discerning the paths of the Spirit, and so it always 

does what good it can, even if in the process, its shoes get soiled by the 

mud of the street” (Evangelii Gaudium: EG 45).  

 

A renewed commitment will give a dynamic spirit to our mission. The 

missionary mandate of Jesus calls all of us also for a reorientation of 

our life for the integral liberation of all creation. Our focus and the goal 

of our mission therefore should include concern for the natural 

environment. If people destroy creation, creation will destroy people. 

We are stewards and not owners of creation. Therefore we need to 

promote wholeness and healing of wounded nature. Being aware that 

God is the master, the Lord and the owner of creation, makes us 
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accountable to God, employing our skills, talents and abilities and 

resources to promote wholeness of infra-human beings. This becomes 

only possible when we accept our own vulnerability and helplessness 

and depend on God’s providence. Fidelity to the charism of our 

Founder will make us become tireless apostles, fervent pastors, helpers 

of the poor, voices of the voiceless, comforters of the afflicted, 

messengers of justice and peace and promoters of good relationships. 

 

Witness 
 

The consummate expression of God’s love was culminated in giving 

His only Son to the world for its salvation. That unconditional and total 

submission of His Son, Jesus, led him to reveal also the merciful love 

of the Father. Pope Francis has made it clear that the Church’s mission 

of being a witness to God’s mercy begins with our own spiritual 

conversion. We simply cannot witness to God’s mercy if we have 

not experienced the merciful love of Christ. We, as individuals and 

communities, need to focus our attention on our own spiritual 

transformation. This personal spiritual transformation is the core of 

credible witness which we are to give to the world. As our founder’s 

last words on this earth was “charity”, we, the Oblates, need to strive 

hard to witness to the merciful love of God, enabling everyone also to 

experience reconciliation, justice, joy and peace.    

 

St. Eugene de Mazenod, our Oblate Founder wanted the Oblates to 

share the gospel of charity with those in our natural environments. Our 

focus must embrace a vision-mission which is beyond our social, 

political and cultural boundaries.  

 

Fr. Nilushan Fernando OMI 
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WHAT SHOULD BE THE OBLATE FOCUS                            

OF OUR OBLATE PROVINCES FROM NOW? 

 
The nucleus of our Oblate missionary life is “the Cross of Jesus” 

(Constitution no. 4). As an Oblate Province, belonging to the 

missionary Congregation of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, our 

primary service in Church wherever we are, is to proclaim Christ and 

his Kingdom to the most abandoned. In other words, wherever we 

work, we bring Good News to “those people whose condition cries out 

for salvation” (Constitution no. 5). These poor people with many faces 

have to be given preference in our mission today. Our Oblate mission 

has to lead us as a Province now to respond to the most urgent needs 

of the Church where we are present through different forms of witness 

and ministry.  

 

Forming strong apostolic communities in the Province where the 

Oblates are working are essential nowadays. The Oblate community 

is the strength and support that enables us, the Oblates, to accomplish 

our mission effectively. Our Constitutions stress that, “Our mission is 

to proclaim the Kingdom of God and seek it before all else. We fulfill 

this mission in community” (Constitution no 11). “Community is the 

life-giving reality fashioned by the vows which binds us in love to the 

Lord and to his people” (Constitution no 12). Thus, becoming a living 

cell in the Church, we never strive alone but we strive together. 

 

Preaching missions at home has been vital to the apostolate of our 

Province since the time of its inception. “We preach the Gospel 

among those who have not received it and help them see their own 

values in its light” (Constitution no. 5). It is always indispensable to 

prioritize the preaching ministry today. Through various ways and 

means available at present, “We will spare no effort to awaken or 

reawaken the faith in the people to whom we are sent, and we will help 

them discover ‘who Christ is’” (Constitution no. 7). 

 

Our Oblate charism urges us to identify another face of poverty in 

the youth of Sri Lanka today. The youth do not have enough job 
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opportunities. Some have lost their employments. They seem to have 

lost hopes for the future.  These dire circumstances have wreaked havoc 

in the lives of our young people today. These situations compel us to 

accompany them in their journey of life. We need to feel called by the 

Spirit like our beloved Founder St. Eugene de Mazenod, to become a 

pillar of strength, hope and motivation to them. Ultimately, to help 

them towards becoming saints of today. 

 

The spirit of our founder, St. Eugene stirs us today to be channels 

of hope, compassion and mercy ministering as chaplains to the 

prisoners, the sick and the elderly in a world where the weak are 

forgotten and marginalized. “Our mission puts us on constant call to 

respond to the most urgent needs of the Church through various forms 

of witness and ministry, but especially through proclaiming the Word 

of God which finds its fulfillment in the celebration of the sacraments 

and in service to others” (Constitution no. 7).  

 

Giving importance to the sphere of “Justice, Peace, and Integrity 

of Creation” is very crucial in our mission today. “While 

recognizing our own need for conversion, we bear witness to God’s 

holiness and justice” (Constitution no. 9). “Action on behalf of justice, 

peace and integrity of creation is an integral part of evangelization” 

(Rules no 9a). Living in an environment where people go through a lot 

of injustice with no hope for justice being meted out, we have to be a 

voice of the innocent people in the spheres where the decisions are 

made affecting them. “We will hear and make heard the clamour of the 

voiceless, which is a cry to God who brings down the mighty from their 

thrones and exalts the lowly (Constitution no 9). It is our duty to work 

for harmony, peace and coexistence of the people in society. Protecting 

the Mother Nature for the existence of humanity is our responsibility 

as religious.   

 

Education plays a vital role in our society. The role of a good 

education in forming the future generation with Christian values and 

discipline is another emerging ministry and a felt need that the Oblates 

have to recognize today. Our education institutes and schools will 
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enable to shape the minds, hearts and character of students as we work 

hard to contribute to the progress of ideas, communities and 

spirituality.    

 

“The proclamation of the Word to all peoples requires a deep 

rooting of the faith in their respective cultures. While formation 

opens the Oblate to an appreciation of all cultures, it will specially help 

him to be formed in and through the authentic values of the people 

among whom he lives and works” (Rule no 47a). Today, we are called 

to evangelize in a tough context where our lives are being challenged 

on the basis of our life style. Hence, the initial and the on-going 

formation of the Oblates in the Province has to be thought of prudently 

and sensibly. 

 

It is imperative that we maintain the environment well for the 

elderly and sick Oblates among us, to spend the evening of their 

priestly life joyfully and peacefully. They are the storehouses and 

living libraries of our Province. They remain missionaries to the end, 

by their very presence and witness in the community.  

 
In conclusion, “there is no ministry, however, which is foreign to us, 

provided we never lose sight of the Congregation’s primary purpose: 

to evangelize the most abandoned” (Rule no. 7b). Hence, it is timely 

pertinent for us to lift our hearts and minds and to see where we are 

needed. Having inspired by the missionary spirit of our blessed 

Founder, St. Eugene de Mazenod, we need to respond positively to the 

pressing needs of the Church today as a Province. Thus, our Oblate 

focus as an Oblate Province rests in the emerging needs of the Church 

where we are present. 

 

Fr. Charuka Namal OMI  
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MAY OUR DREAMS FOR THE POOR                             

BE SACRED 

We rejoice in the Lord for the 175 years (1847 – 2022) of Oblate 

presence in Sri Lanka. On 28th November 1847, four Oblate 

missionaries arrived in Sri Lanka under the leadership of Fr. Stephen 

Semeria OMI, due to a request of Bishop Orazio Bettacchini. Since that 

time the Oblates have contributed immensely to the establishment of 

the local Church in Sri Lanka.1 It is not a mistake to say that after                      

St. Jospeh Vaz, it was St. Eugene De Mazenod who laid the foundation 

for the establishment of the local Church in Sri Lanka.  

 
We, the candidates at the Oblate Scholasticate, Kandy, would like our 

Oblate Provinces to concentrate on counselling, education and rural 

and city missions with an Oblate flavour.  

 

A Centre for Counselling – Our Oblate Provinces have a number 

of Oblates who are engaged in the apostolate of counselling. It is 

good for them to operate as a team attached to a Centre.The 

absence of such centre at the moment has made the valuable services 

of the Oblates appear sporadic. The ever increasing numbers of broken 

families, drug addicts, victims of sexual abuses and of violence, 

prostitutes, depressed school children, LGBT+ persons and even the 

stressful elders need Oblate counsellors. Hence, an appropriate 

streamlining of the ministry is necessary.   

 

Systematic Training for the apostolate of Education  

This is another area which also need the attention of our Oblate 

Provinces. The Oblates who are assigned to or marked for this 

apostolate could be encouraged to go to a College of education or  

----------------------------------- 

1 (see page  5:  Fr.Emmanuel Fernando OMI, The Missionary Commitment of the Oblates in Sri Lanka during 

the past 175 years (1847 – 2022). 
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similar institutes for proper training, and then be enabled to look for 

schools where under-privileged children can obtain their services.   

 

St. Vincent’s Home at Maggona is a long - standing technical 

school run by the Oblates. It needs constant upgrading to give 

much opportunities and facilities for the poor children and youth 

who are trained there. Such steps would help the work of 

rehabilitation of the children and youth effective. There should be 

timely programs to transform the antisocial habits through sports, 

music and other aesthetic activities. All these will make the guidance 

given to them much beneficial. 
 
Mission Involvement in the FreeTrade Zones – It will be beneficial 

for the Oblates to get themselves actively involved in the free trade 

zones (FTZ), through the AIT (Asain Institute of Theology)  exposure 

programs.To date, this has been done at the FTZ, Katunayake. This can 

be expanded to include many similar places. The workers at FTZ are 

coming from economically poor rural family settings. The Oblate 

Scholastics value the opportunities they receive in order to appreciate 

and admire the living experiences of the young workers.  This is an 

area where the Oblate Provinces can pay more attention in order to help 

this category of the poor. The Oblates should be alive to the hardships 

of these poor workers.  

 

Missions to the Peasants, Fisher-folk, Tea Estate Labourers, and 

Slum-dwellers – Oblate charism demands from the members of the 

Oblate Provinces much attention to these categories of people. Centres 

like ‘Suba Seth Gedara,’ Buttala or ‘Amathipuram Oblate Centre’, 

could be established in suitable regions with a clear vision and mission. 

The knowledge and the interest of the Oblates in social doctrine of the 

Church should be constantly updated and renewed to get themselves 

involved in the apostolates to the above-mentioned categories of 

people.  

 

Ministry of Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation – A strong way 

of being in the Kingdom of God is by promoting justice and peace in 



54 
 

the world. The activities of the Oblate Provinces are not sufficient in 

this area of justice and peace since only a few Oblates are actively 

involved in these areas. It is important to look for capable Oblates for 

training in this area for the continuity and the widening of these 

ministries. 

 

Other Related Concerns 

 

Appropriate Formation Program – The objectives of the Oblate 

formation should be geared to the contextual situations. Candidates 

with special talents and capabilities should be rightly discerned and 

then opportunities should be given by the formators to grow in those 

areas to address the needs of the Oblate Congregation.  

 

Clear Vision and Mission – Periodical evaluation of the work of the 

Oblate Provinces need to be done on the basis of the defined vision and 

mission. For this purpose a very clear vision and mission has to be 

elaborated.  
 
The young Oblates could be given opportunities to grow in their 

passions when they are not contrary to the common aims and then they 

be supported and encouraged to find new missions. The Oblate 

Provinces should dare to change when necessary, and should think 

beyond their traditional missions, reading the signs of the time.  

 

Two Provinces Working Together – The two Oblate provinces of Sri 

Lanka can give a very strong witnessing value by working together in 

the mission field. This should be always mutually highlighted.  

 

Community Life – In the mission fields, the life in the setting of the 

religious community is joyful and purposeful. The Oblates need to 

understand the vitality of community living for missionary work. A 

strong spirit of community living will keep the members together with 

a joyful feeling. Fraternal visits and fraternal sharing will enrich the 

apostolates and give witness value to the people.   
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The present generation of Oblates are called to be responsible to 

continue the legacies of the past generations. This is a noble and sacred 

duty which cannot be overlooked. The identity and the image of the 

Oblates in Sri Lanka call for ongoing reflection and action. In this 

journey the poor are not to be forgotten because they are the active 

participants with whom the Oblates write their history for future 

generations. All these demand that the planning and designing of 

Oblates missionary activities should be done with immense seriousness 

and sincerity.  

 

Oblate Scholastics,                                                                                                  

Ampitiya, Kandy.         

 

                                  *********************   

CRITICAL YEARS OF MID-LIFE 

“The critical years of mid-life are a time when a new integration is 

sought through the renewal of basic choices of life remade with 

greater depth and insight in the face of a sense of routine and possible 

disillusionment. A period of full maturity comes "after refining 

certain features of the personality” such as individualism, 

inflexibility, self-centredness or diminished enthusiasm. At this time, 

“the gift of self is made to God more genuinely, and with greater 

generosity; it extends to others with greater serenity and wisdom, as 

well as with greater simplicity and richness oof grace” (VC 70). 

- General Norms for Oblate Formation, no 275, p 79. 
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OUR OBLATE CONCERNS 

Biblical Spirituality 

Consecrated vowed life demands transcending self-love and 

manifesting it through deeds of service to the neigbours, especially to 

the poor and the vulneral. We need to develop a biblical spirituality 

which embodies also social and ecological concerns. These issues have 

become important preoccupations in the minds of the people today. 

One needs to understand these issues in the light of the Christian faith 

and biblical spirituality. 

 
Mission priorities 

In the fast-changing Sri Lanka, we, the Consecrated Religious, need to 

prayerfully discern also some of our mission priorities. 

 
A well-staffed Theologate 
The Oblates need a well-staffed Theologate (an Institute for theological 

reflection and research which may also be multi-disciplinary with 

ancillary sciences) directed with the collaboration of the Consecrated 

Religious in Sri Lanka. Such a need has arisen since the theological 

education provided at the National Seminary in Kandy does not 

adequately respond to the needs of the Consecrated Religious, whether 

they be in the ranks of the ordained ministry or vowed life, with special 

reference to both the theology of Consecrated Life in general as well 

as the vision and mission of their respective Religious Congregations.  

 

Formation / Accompaniment 

Oblate Formation (accompaniment) is a special apostolate which 

demands competent Oblates involved in the work of formation specific 

to the Oblate charism. Specialised knowledge alone is not sufficient.  

 

Besides acquiring the knowledge of English language, we need to 

emphasise also the importance of knowing our national languages 

(Sinhala and Tamil) to serve our people. Knowing our national 

languages will also facilitate the apostolate of reconciliation and peace 

in Sri Lankan society. 
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Each ordained Oblate presbyter and each Oblate Brother who has 

professed for life, need to become agent of his ongoing formation 

which is co-terminous with life. 

 

Pastoral Action  
a) The importance of preaching ‘Parish missions’, demands 

further training in the art of preaching which must include a 

training in mass-media communication. 

b) Emphasise the great need to train Oblates for the apostolate of 

education. 

c) Apostolate of Social and Ecological justice demands 

competent Oblates with the needed skills to work with the 

struggling masses (e.g farmers, fisher-folk, estate workers, 

industrial workers,  etc) 

d) Personal and pastoral counselling are an urgent need in the fast 

changing Sri Lankan society. 

e) National reconciliation must be seen as a mission priority for 

the Oblates today. 

f) Need to respond to “internationality”, crossing borders. 

g) More innovative projects are to be introduced for                      

inter-Provincial collaboration. 

h) Oblate pastoral action is in and through the Oblate community. 

Fr. Emmanuel Fernando OMI 
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Y%S ,xldj ;=, ks¾u, ußh ksldhsl O¾u¥;jrekaf.a 
fiajdj jir 175 mqrdjg ^1847-2022& 

Y%S ,xldj ;=< l%shdldÍ fiajdj wdrïN lr jir 175 la .;jk 
fudfydf;a" ks¾u, ußh ksldh ;=<ska lf;da,sl we`oySu cSj;a 
lr,Sug" ish¨u wd.ïj, <uqka i`oyd wOHdmkh ,nd §ug iy 
wirKhkaf.a wjYH;djhkag ixfõ§ ù l, fiajdj isysm;a 
lsÍu yd ieuÍu Nd.Hhls' 

,kafoais ;dvk mSvk ueo Y%S ,dxlsl lf;da,slhka ;siajirla 
mqrdjg mQclfhl= fkdue;sj ÿlaú`È ld,h wjika jQfha" l%s'j 
1687 È .re cqfiajdia msh;=ukaf.a wd.ukh;a iu`.h' bx.%sis 
hg;aúcs; iuh ;=< tkï l%s'j 1806 uehs ui 27 jk Èk È 
lf;da,slhkag hï;dla ÿrg wd.ñl ksoyi ysñ jQjo" 
bkaÈhdfjka iy hqfrdamfhka msh;=uka,d ms<s.ekSug Y%S ,dxlsl 
lf;da,slhka wfmdfydi;a úh' fï ld,jljdkqfõ È hdmkfha 
.re Trdisfhda fnglsks ro.=re;=udg isÿjQfha 1845 § hqfrdamhg 
f.dia O¾u¥;sljrekaf.a iyh me;suhs' 

ks¾u, ußh ksldhsl O¾u¥;jrekaf.a meñKSu' 

frdaufhka iyh fkd,;a .re fnglsks ro.=re;=ud m%xYhg 
<`.dúh' m%xYfha gQ,a yS úiQ .re n¾fgd ro.=re;=udf.a fufyh 
ùu u; u¾fi,ays kj ksldhla wdrïN l< .re tõcska o 
ueifkdoa ro.=re;=udj iïnkaO úh' Tyqf.a yoj; idka; 
mdjq¨;=udf.a wdor yoj; fukah' ÿmam;=ka isák rgla hehs lS 
úg O¾u¥;sljreka tùug t;=ud leu;s úh' .re iaàjka 
ifuÍhd ks'u'ks msh;=udf.a kdhl;ajfhka ks¾u, ußh 
ksldhsl O¾u¥;sljreka i;r fofkl= ,xldjg tùh'                   
l%s'j 1847 fkdjeïn¾ 28 jk Èk ,laìug meñKs Tjqyq 
hdmkfha isg O¾u¥;sl fiajdj wdrïN lf<dah' 

ks¾u, ußh ksldhsl O¾u¥;jrekaf.a jeo.;a fiajdjka" 

ks¾u, ußh ksldhsl ifydaor;=uka,d yd msh;=uka,d l, foa 
isysm;a lsÍu jeo.;ah' 1869 È .re l%siafgdam¾ fndkacska 
ro.=re;=ud hdmkfha idka; u¾áka foõi;ay, wdrïN lr" Y%S 
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,xldfjhs m%:u foõi;ayf,ys wdrïNlhd njg m;ajqfkah' 
u,aj;af;a Y%S irKxlr iqux., ysñhkaf.a ifydaorfhl= jQ            
.re fcdka myuqKS msh;=ud idka; ud¾áka foõi;ay,g we;=,aj 
;snQ m<uq lKavdhfuys isiqfjl= úh' 1883 È .re fndkacska 
ro.=re;=ud fld<U w.ro.=re moúhg m;aùfuka wk;=rej 
idka; n¾kdâ foõi;ay, wdrïN lf<ah' fuu foõi;ay, 
u`.ska" 1955 È wïmsáh cd;sl foõi;ay, ìyslrk f;la" úYd, 
jYfhka foaYSh mQcljreka ìyslsÍug yels úh' 

moú iy meúÈ tf`Vreka ìyslsÍug ks¾u, ußh ksldhslhskag 
yelsúh' Tjqka ^ks'u'ks& hdmkh" fld<U" y,dj;" nÿ,a, iy 
wkqrdOmqr ro.=re;=uka,d njgo m;aúh'  mQcljreka hdmkh" 
fld<U" y,dj;" .d,a," ;%sl=Kdu,h" ukakdru" iy nÿ,a, 
moúj, ro.=re;=uka,d njg m;aúh' ksu, ußh ksldhsl .re 
f;dauia l=f¾ w.ro.=re;=ud Y%S ,dxlSh m<uq ldÈk,a;=ud njg 
m;aúh' 

lf;da,sl wOHdmkh fjkqfjka igka l< fndkacska 
ro.=re;=ud" 1865 § rcfha wdOdr ,nd" yeu wd.ulgu ^fn!oaO" 
yskaÿ" uqia,sï& mdi,a wOHdmk l%uhla fhdackd lf<ah' 
t;=udf.a Wmfoia wkqj" ´kEu wd.ñl lKavdhulg mdi,a 
újD; l< yels jk w;r rcfha wdOdrhla o tajdg ,efnk nj 
1869 oS rch ;SrKh lf<ah' fndkacska ro.=re;=ud Y%S ,xldfõ 
WmlD; mdGYd,d moaO;sfha mshd f,i y`ÿkajkq ,efí' 

.re Trdisfhd fnglsks ro.=re;=ud úiska wdrïN l< hdmkfha 
lf;da,sl mdi,a ix.uh idka; meá%la úÿy, f,i mßj¾;kh 
l< w;r t;=ud fld<T idka; fcdaima úÿy,;a wdrïN lsÍug 
mqfrda.dó úh' 

ks¾u, ußh ksldhsl meúÈjreka úiska wdrïN l, mdi,a 
fndfyah 

WodyrK jYfhka hdmkh moúh ;=< idka; meá%la úÿy, 
^hdmkh&" idka; fykaß úÿy, ^b,jdff,&" idka; wkaf;daks 
úÿy, ^lhsÜia&¦ fld<U moúh ;=<" idka; fcdaima úÿy," 
idka; mS;r úÿy," welajhskdia Wiia wOHdmk wdh;kh" o 
ueifkdoa úÿy, ^l`odk&" idka; fcdaka úÿy, ^fougf.dv&" 
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fodka fndiafld úÿy, ^yxje,a,&¦ ;%sl=Kdu,h moúh ;=< idka; 
fcdaima úÿy, ̂ ;s%l=Kdu,h&¦ wkqrdOmqr moúh ;=< idka; fcdaima 
úÿy, ^wkqrdOmqr& hkdÈ f,i y`ÿkajd Èh yelsh' 

iEu lf;da,sl óiulu mdie,la wdrïN lsÍug yels úh'  

Y%S ,dxlsl wOHdmkh fjkqfjka fiajdjla l, pd¾,aia ue;sõ" 
;su;s f,dax" fudßia f,af.dla" mSg¾ ms,aff, kï wurKSh 
kduhka njg m;a ù yudrh'  

2019 ckjdß 03 fjksod ueikoa úÿy, kñka kj cd;Hka;r 
mdi,la wkqrdOmqrfha § wdrïN úh' 

hym;a tf`VrdKkajk fcaiqia jykafia wkq.dój hñka ksyudks 
tf`Vßl kdhl;ajhla ±rE ks¾u, ußh ksldhsl meúÈjreka 
w;rux ù isá lf;da,slhka fidhd .ekSug;a" úúO jkaokdudk 
ia:dk ks¾udKh lsÍug;a lem jQy' uqyQÿnv iy wjg m%foaY j, 
óiï ks¾udKh lr ÿmam;=kag yd wirKhkag msysgfjñka Tjqka 
Èú f.ùh' hqfrdamSh O¾uÿ;sljreka wm ck;dkg fiajh lsÍu 
i`oyd foaYSh NdIdjka bf.k .;af;dah' 

w.ro.=re ksji" welajhskdia Wiia wOHdmk wdh;kh" idka; 
wef,daishia foõi;ay, iy lf;da,sl uqøKd,h msysgd we;s 
N+ñh .re fndkacSka w.ro.=re m%xY ck;djf.ka ,enQ mß;Hd. 
j,ska ñ,g .;af;ah' 

ks¾u, ußh ksldhsl mshjreka Tjqkaf.a fiajdjkayS b;du;a 
ks¾udKYS,s úh'                                                                           
WodyrK f,I .re mSg¾ ms,aff, msh;=ud" Y%S ,xldfõ iudc 
idOdrKh (SOCIAL JUSTICE) jHdmdrfhys wfmdia;rejrhd 
njg m;aúh' .re ;siai nd,iQßh msh;=ud t;=udf.a ld¾hhg 
Woõ fjñka" j;sldkq fojk uka;%K iNdfjys b.ekaùï .sys 
meúÈ iy mQcl ish,a,ka yg y`ÿkajd §ug uQ,sl jQ w;r Tyq 
úiska iudc yd iduhsl flakaøh (CSR) yryd iudc 
idOdrKh Wfoid uy;a fufyhla lrùh' 

.re wekafv%d mSg¾ msh;=ud Y=oaO jQ nhsn,h isxy,g mßj¾;kh 
lsÍug iyh úh' .re fca' î' wekafgdakshia msh;=ud jeú,sldr 
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Y%ñlhskaf.a cSú;h kxjd,Sug kqjr fiála (SETIK) wdh;kh 
msysg ùh' .re fykala il%dï iy .re iageks,ia m%kdkaÿ 
msh;=uka,d ls%ia;shdks Y%ñlhskaf.a jHdmdrhg iyh ±laùh' 
.re uhsl,a frdøs.= msh;=uka úiska nq;a;, .%dóh ck;djf.a 
cSjk ;;ajh kxjd,Sug lghq;= l, w;r wjidkfhaÈ t;=ud ta 
ck;dj fjkqfjka ;u cSú;h mjd mqo lf<ah' .re *S,Slaia 
fuj,a msh;=ud <'l%s'ú' (LAKRIVI) <ud wfmdaia;,sl fiajdj 
furgg y`ÿkajd ÿkafkah' 

foaYkdjd§  wfmdaia;,sl  ld¾hh  i`oyd  ksjdi  folla 
ia:dms;lrùh' —kdifr;ã ^fjkakmamqj&" —wffuÈ wyï˜ 
^jõkshdj&' 2019 § fkajdisl ×Kldka;s uOHia:dkhla 
(SANGAMAM) hdmkfha fldamdhs k.rfha msysgq jk ,È 

frday,a WmdoHjrejreka f,i fndfyda ks¾u, ußh 
ksldhsljreka fld<U cd;sl frday,g wkqnoaOj fiajdj lrk 
,È' merKs md meÈhla mdúÉÑ lrñka .re laf,daâ f,darkaia 
msh;=uka jir 45 lg jeä ld,hla frday,a WmoH f,i fiajh 
lf<ah' 

uvq" f;aj;a;" bÈf.d,a, isoaOia:dk" u.af.dk 
pß;fidaokd.drh" jD;sh mqyqKq uOia:dkh iy wkd: ksjdih" 
f;aj;a; ×Kldka;s uOHia:dkh" ;ïñg O¾u ksfla;kh" 
kqjr t<sfha ksjdvq ksfla;kh (Underbank) ks¾u, ußh 
kslhsljrekaf.a uQ,sl;ajfhka ìys jQ ia:dk lsysmhls' 

ks¾u, ußh ksldhsljrekaf.a wdrdOkfhka lkHdrdu iy 
úúO fiajdjka imhk ia:dk rdYshla ìysúh' 

ks¾u, ußh ksldhsljreka ußh yuqodj" úkaika o mdjq¨ 
iñ;sh" ÈjH yDofha iñ;sh jeks .sys wfmdaia;,sl fiajdjka 
j, idudcslhskaj wOHd;añlj fmdaIKh l, w;r úúO 
iñ;s yryd .syshkaf.a lemùu j¾Okh lsÍugo" iudc yd 
wd¾Ól ixj¾Ok flakaøhla we;s lsÍugo Woõ úh' 

fndfyda Y%S ,dlsl ks¾u, ußh ksldhsljreka úúO rgj, 
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O¾u¥;sl fiajdj i`oyd ksr;j isá;s' 

fld<U idka; fcdaima úÿyf,ys iy welajhskdia Wiia 
wOHdmk wdh;kfhys wÈhqre jQ .re' ví,sõ' t,a' fodka 
mSg¾ msh;=udf.a woyi( zueifkdoa ro.=re;=udf.a uy;a 
Wkkaÿj Y%S ,xldfõ ks¾u, ußh ksldhsljrekaf.a fiajh 
id¾:l lr,Sug idOlhla úh'Z  

w;aje,a neo.ekSfï wjYH;dj 
j¾;udkfha ks¾u, ußh ksldhsljreka wfkl=;a 
meúÈjreka fuka kj .eg¨ rdYshlg uqyQK foñka isà' 
wmyg w;aje,a neo.ekSug;a t;=,ska fcaiqia jykafia 
fmdfrdkaÿ jQ mQ¾K cSú;h ck;djg ,nd §ug;a 
Y=oaOd;auhdKka jykafiaf.a msysg hÈuq' 

.re tïudkqfj,a m%kdkaÿ ks'u'ks msh;=ud 
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fle;j 175 Mz;Lfspy; ,yq;ifapy; 
mkykupj;jpahfpfspd; mu;g;gzpg;Gs;s Nritfs;. 

(1847 – 2022) 

        ,yq;ifapy; mkykupj;jpahfpfspd; 
gpurd;dj;jpd; 175MtJ Mz;L epiwit Kd;dpl;L 
cs;Su; kw;Wk; ntspehLfisr; Nru;e;j 
mkykupj;jpahfpfspd; msg;gupa Nritfshd 
fj;Njhypf;f ek;gpf;iff;F Gj;Jzu;r;rpA+l;baik> 
midj;Jkj kf;fSf;Fk; fy;tp gzpahw;wpaik> 
kw;Wk; Viofs;> mehijfs;> Kjpatu;fs;> 
rpiwf;ifjpfs; Nghd;Nwhupd; Njitfis czu;e;J 
nraw;gl;lik vd;gtw;iw epidtpy; nfhs;tJk; 
mtu;fSila Nritfis kfpo;r;rpAld; 
nfhz;lhLtJk; ,d;wpaikahjjhFk;. ,yq;ifapy; 
fj;Njhypf;fu;fs; xy;yhe;ju;fspd; Ml;rpapd; fPo; 
Jd;GWj;jg;gll;l fhyj;jpy; 30 tUlq;fs; ve;jtpj 
FUtpd; topfhl;lYkpd;wp jkJ ek;gpf;ifia 
Ngzpg;ghJfhj;J te;jNtisapy; mtu;fspd; 
ek;gpf;iff;F topfhl;Lk; Nehf;fpy; Gdpj N[hrg;th]; 
mbfshu; ,yq;iff;F 1687 ,y; ,e;jpahtpypUe;J 
tUifje;jhu;. gpd;ehl;fspy; 1802 ,y; ,yq;ifia 
jk; Ml;rpapd; fPo; nfhzu;e;j gpupj;jhdpau; 
,yq;ifapy; fj;Njhypf;fu;fSf;F 1806 Nk 27,y; 
kjr;Rje;jpuj;ij toq;fpdu;.MapDk; me;Neuj;jpy; 
fj;Njhypf;fu;fshy; ,e;jpahtpypUe;Njh my;yJ 
INuhg;ghtpypUe;Njh ve;jtpj FUf;fisAk; 
ngwKbahj R+o;epiy ,Ue;jJ. mt; ,f;fl;llhd 
R+o;epiyapy; jhd; mUl;je;ij. xuhrpNah ngw;whfpdp 
mtu;fs; ,yq;iff;F tUif je;J gpd;ehl;fspy; 
aho; kiwkhtl;lj;jpd; Kjy; Mauhfp mq;Fs;s 
fj;Njhypf;fu;fSf;F gzpahw;w FUf;fisj;Njb 
INuhg;ghtpw;F nrd;whu;. MapDk; mtuhy; cNuhkpy; 
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tpRthrg;gug;Gjy; rigaplkpUe;J ve;jtpj 
cjtpiaAk; ngwKbatpy;iy. gpd;du; mtu; gpuhd;]; 
nrd;w Ntisapy; mq;Nf mtu; J}Nyapd; Mau; 
ngu;Nll; mtu;fis re;jpj;jhu;. mtu; Mau; 
ngw;whfpdpaplk; khu;Nrypy; mkykupj;jpahfpfs; vDk; 
Jwtw rigia epWtpa Mau; ,a+[pd; B 

knrndhl;il mZFk;gb vLj;Jiuj;jhu;. “Gdpj 
gTypd; ,jak; nfhz;l mtuplk; Vio Md;khf;fis 

kPl;Fk; gzp vdr; nrhy;Yq;fs;” vd;Wk; 
mwpTWj;jpapUe;jhu;. me;j thu;ijfis Nfl;lJk; 
Mau; B knrndhl; vjpu;f;f KbahJ clNd 
gjpyspj;jhu;. mjd; fhuzkhf Mau; XuhrpNah 
ngw;whfpdpAld; mUl;je;ij .];uPgd; rNkupahtpd; 
jiyikapy; ehd;F mkykupj;jpahfpfis mDg;gp 
itj;jhu;. 1847Mk; Mz;L etk;gu; khjk; 28Mk; jpfjp 

te;jile;j mtu;fs; aho;g;ghzj;jpy; jk; 
kiwgug;Ggdpia njhlq;fpdu;.  

Mkykupj;jpahfpfspd; mug;gzpg;Gs;s 
Fwpg;gplj;jf;f Nritfs;  

      ,yq;ifapy; mkykupj;jpahfpfspd; rpy 
Fwpg;gplj;jf;f Kf;fpakhd Nritfis epidtpy; nfhs;tJ 
Kf;fpakhdnjhd;whFk;. Mau; fpwp];Njhgu; nghQ;[pd; 
mbfshu; mtu;fs; 1869Mk; Mz;L ,yq;ifapy; Kjy; 
FUklj;ij aho;g;ghzj;jpy; epWtpdhu;. mq;Nf fz;b 
ky;tj;J gPl gpupitNru;e;j tz.ruzq;f Rkq;fy Njuupd; 
rNfhujuuhd mUl;je;ij. N[hd; g`hKdp mkjp mbfshu; 
mtu;fs; Gdpj kLj;jPdhu; FUklj;jpd; khzthfspd; 
xUtuhthH. gpd;du; 1883,y; Mau; fpwp];Njhgu; nghQ;[pd; 
mbfshu; mtu;fs; nfhOk;G ngUefu Nghuhauhd NghJ 
1955,y; fz;bapy; NjrpaFUklk; miktjw;F Kd;du; Rkhu; 
Kf;fhy; E}w;whzLfshf ngUksthd FUf;fisAk; 
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mkykupj;jpahfpfisAk; Vida JwtpfisAk; cUthf;fpa 

Gdpj Ngdhl; FUklj;jpid epWtpdhu ;.  

         Mau; fpwp];Njhgu; nghQ;[pd; mbfshu; mtu;fs; 
,yq;ifapy; fj;Njhypf;f fy;tpapd; tsu;rpf;fhfg; 
Nghuhbdhu;. mjw;fhf mtu; 1865,y; xt;ntU kjj;jpduhYk; 
(,e;J> ,];yhk; kw;Wk; ngsj;j) epu;thfpf;fg;gLk; mur 
cjtp ngWk; ghlrhiyfs; vd;w jpl;lj;ij Kd;nkhope;jhu;. 
mjw;Nfw;g 1869Mk; Mz;L md;iwa murhq;fk; 
,yq;ifapy; midj;J kjj;jpdUf;Fk; Rje;jpu RahjPd 
fy;tp Kiwia toq;f KbT nra;jJ. mjd;ghy; Mau; 
fpwp];Njhgu; nghQ;[pd; mbfshu; mtu;fs; ,yq;ifapd; 
midj;J kjj;jtUf;Fkhd Rje;jpu RahjPd fy;tp Kiwf;F 
je;ij Mdhu; mg;Ngh];jypf;f gupghyfu; xuhrpNah 
ngw;whfpdp; mbfshu; mtu;fshy; mwpKfg;gLj;jg;gl;l 
aho;g;ghz fj;Njhypf;f rKjhaj;jpd; fy;tp Kiwapid 
Gdpj gj;jpuprpahu; fy;YupapD}lhf khw;wk; nfhz;Lte;jhu;. 
mjd;ghy; jk;ik nfhOk;gpy; Gdpj N[hrg; fy;Yupia 
epWTtjw;fhd topf;F ,l;Lr;nrd;whu;.  

        mkykupj;jpahfpfspdhy; epWtg;gl;l kw;Wk; 
epu;tfpf;fg;gl;l ,f; fy;Yupfs; kw;Wk; ghlrhiyfis gw;wp 
Fwpg;gpLNthkhdhy; vLj;Jf;fhl;lhf aho;g;ghz 
kiwkhtl;lj;jpy;Gdpj gj;jpuprpahu; fy;Y}up(aho;g;ghzk;)> 
Gdpjn`d;wpauru; fy;Y}up(,sthiy)>Gdpjme;Njhdpau; 
fy;Y}up(Cu;fhtw;Wiw)>nfhOk;G kiwkhtl;lj;jpy; Gdpj 
N[hrg; fy;Y}up> Gdpj g_l;lu; fy;Y}up> B 
knrNdhl;fy;Y}up(fe;jhid)>Gdpj N[hd;Ngh];Nfh fy;Y}up 
(`q;nty;y) kw;Wk; mf;Ftpdh]; cau;fy;tpf;fy;Y}up> 
jpUNfhzkiy kiwkhtl;lj;jpy; Gdpj N[hrg; 
fy;Y}up(jpUNfhzkiy) kw;Wk; mEuhjGu 
kiwkhtl;lj;jpy; Gdpj N[hrg; fy;Y}up(mEuhjGuk;) 
Mfpatw;iw vLj;Jf; nfhs;syhk;. mj;NjhL rpy 
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fy;tpkhd;fshd rhu;s;]; kj;NjA> jpNkhj;jp Nyhq;> 
nkhwp]; yP N`hf; kw;Wk; gPw;wu;gps;is Mfpa 
mkykupj;jpahfpfs; Fwpg;gplj;jf;Nfhu; Mthu;. . 
,yq;ifapy; ve;jnthU kiwkhtl;lj;jpYKs;s xt;nthU 
gq;fpYk; VjhtnjhU ghlrhiy fhzg;gLfpwJ. 
        mg;gzp ,d;wsTk; njhlUk; Nehf;fpy; 2019 Mk; 
Mz;L [dtup khjk; 03,y; mkykupj;jpahfpfspdhy; 
knrndhl; fy;Y}up  vDk; Gjpa fy;Y}up mEuhjGuj;jpy; 
njhlq;fg;gl;lJ. 

        mg;nghUk;ghyhd gq;Ffs; cs;Su; kw;Wk; 
ntspehLfisr; Nru;e;j mkykupj;jpahfpfspdhy; 
epu;tfpf;fg;gl;lit MFk;. cs;Su; kw;Wk; ntspehLfisr; 
Nru;e;j xt;nthU mkykupj;jpafpfSk; ey;yhadhd 
,NaRf;fpwp];Jitg; Nghd;W (Nahthd;11:52) gzpTs;sk; 
kpf;f ey;y Nka;gu;fshf fj;Njhypf;f kf;fis NjLk; 
Nehf;fpy; ahidfSk; fubfSk; ghk;GfSk; epiwe;j 
fhLfspD}lhfTk; fhdfq;fspD}lhfTk; khl;Ltz;bfspy; 
mr;rNkJkpd;wp gazk; nra;J topghl;Lj;jyq;fisAk; 
topfhl;b epiyaq;fisAk; epWtpdu;. kPd;gpb 
gpuNjrq;fspYk; Gwe;jho;g;gl;l gpuNjrq;fspYk; 
ViofspdJk; xJf;fg;gl;l kf;fspdJk; tho;ifia 
Nkk;gLj;Jtjw;fhf gq;Ffis epWtpAk; jk; Raeykw;w 
tho;ifia mtu;fSf;fhf tho;e;jdu;. mjw;fhf kf;fSf;F 
Nrit nra;Ak; Nehf;fpy; INuhg;gpa mkykupj;jpafpfs; ek; 

ehl;L Njrpa nkhopfisAk; fw;wdu;. 
mkykupj;jpahfpfspdhy; aho;g;ghzk;> nfhOk;G> rpyhgk; 
kw;Wk; mEuhjGuk; Nghd;w kiwkhtl;lq;fis cUthf;fTk; 
mq;Nf RNjr FUf;fis gapw;Wtpf;fTk; ,aYkhdjhf 

,Ue;jJ.gpd;ehl;fspy; rpy mkykupj;jpahfpfs ; 
mk;kiwkhtl;lq;fSf;FMau;fshfTk; njupTnra;ag;gl;ldu; 
(aho;g;ghzk;> nfhOk;G> rpyhgk;> gJis kw;Wk; mEuhjGuk;). 



67 
 

mtu;fspy; xUtuhd Nguhau; Njhk]; $Nw mtu;fs; 
,yq;ifapd; Kjy; fUjpdhy; Mthu;.  

nrhj;Jlikfs; 

      Nguhau; ,y;yk;> mf;fitd]; fy;Y}up> Gdpj 
mNyhrpa]; FUklk; kw;Wk; fj;NjHypf;f mr;rfk; Nghd;w 
nrhj;Jlikfs; midj;Jk; Mau; fpwp];Njhgu; nghQ;[pd; 
mtu;fshy; gpuhd;]pypUe;J ngw;Wf;nfhs;sg;gl;l epjpapd; 

topahfg;  ngwg;gl;lit MFk ;.  

       mkykupj;jpafpfs; jkJ gzp Kaw;rpfspy; 
GJikahdtw; gilj;jtu;fshf fzg;gLfpwhu;fs;. 
cjhuzkhf mUl;je;ij. gPw;wu; gps;is mbfshu; 
,yq;ifapy; r%f ePjpapd; nraw;ghl;lhsuhf jpfo;e;jhu;. 
mjidj;njhlu;e;J ,uz;lhk; tj;jpfhd; rq;fj;jpd; 
gbg;gpidfis nghJepiyapdUf;F mwpKfg;gLj;j 
Kide;jtuhd mUl;je;ij. jp];] ghyR+upa mkjp 
mbfshu; jkJ rKjha rka eLepiya  epWtfj;jpDlhf 
mg;gzpia Kd;ndLj;Jr;nrd;whu;. mUl;je;ij . md;W 
gPl;lu; mkjp mtu;fs; rpq;fs nkhopapy; fj;Njhypf;f 
jpUtptpypaj;ij nkhopngau;gjw;F cjtpGupe;jtu; Mthu;.  

        mUl;je;ij.N[.gp.md;Nuhidd]; mtu;fs; 

‘nrl;bf;’ (SETIK) vd;w mikg;ig Njapiy 
Njhl;lj;njhopyhsu;fspd; tsu;rpf;fhf fz;bapy; epWtpdhu;. 
mUl;je;ijau;fshd N`q; ];f;uhk; mkjp mbfshu; kw;Wk; 

];udp];yh]; gu;dhe;J mkjp mbfshu; MfpNahu; ‘fpwp];jt 

njhopyhsu;fspd; ,af;fk;’vd;w mikg;G Clhf jk; 
mg;Ngh];jypf;f gzpia Mw;wp te;jdu;. 
mUl;je;ij.ikf;fy; nwhl;wpNfh mkjp mbfshu; jhkhf 
Kd;te;J Gj;jy tptrhapfspid Kd;Ndw;wNtz;Lnkd;gij 
czu;e;Jnfhz;L mg;gzpia Kd;ndLj;Jr;nrd;whu;. 
mUl;je;ij. gPypf;]; khnty; mbfshu; mkjp mtu;fs; 
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,yq;ifapy; ‘yf;uptp’ vDk; Foe;ijfSf;fhd 
rpWtu;fSf;fhd ,af;fj;ij mwpKfg;gLj;jpitj;jhu;.  

       mkykupj;jpahfpfs; khfhQhndhLf;fk; kw;Wk; 
etehs; kiwAiufis toq;Fk; nghUl;L tTdpahtpy; 

‘mkjp mfk;’ kw;Wk; ntd;dg;Gttpy; ‘ehrNuj;’ vDk; ,U 
kiwAiu FOkq;fis epWtpdu;. 

       gy mkykupj;jpahfpfs; nfhOk;gpYs;s 
itj;jparhiyfspy;;NehahspfSf;Fk; 
gytPdkhf;fg;gl;ltu;fSf;Fk; Md;kPfFUf;fshf 
,Ue;Js;sdu; .mtu;fspy; xUtuhd mUl;je;ij. FNshl; 
Nyhud;]; mkjp mbfshu; mtu;fs; 45tUlq;fshf 
Jtpr;rf;futz;bapy; gazk; nra;J itj;jparhiy 
Md;kPfFUthf gzpahw;wpdhu; vd;gJ Fwpg;gplj;jf;fJ.  

       kLtpy; jpUj;jyq;fisAk; Njtj;ij kw;Wk; 
,e;jpnfhy;y Mfpa ,lq;fspy; rPu;jpUj;j ikaaq;fisAk; 
kf;Nfhdtpy; xU mehij ,y;yKk; Njtj;ijapy; jpahd 
,y;yKk; jkpj;jtpy; kiwf;fy;tp eLepiyaKk; 
Etnuypahtpy; tpLKiw ,y;yKk; mkykupj;jpahfpfspdhy; 
Kd;Kaw;rpapd; fhuzkhf epWtg;gl;lit.  

        gy;NtW Jwtw rigapduhy; elhj;jg;gl;l 
ngUk;ghyhd fj;Njhypf;f kfspu; ghlrhiyfSk; guhkupg;G 
epiyaq;fSk; mkykupj;jpahfpfspd; miog;gpd; ngaupy; 
njhlq;fg;gl;lit.  

         mkykupj;jpahfpfs; nghJepiy kf;fis 
Md;kPf topapy; ,l;Lr;nry;Yk; nghUl;L kupahapd; Nrid> 
tpd;nrd; B Nghy; rig kw;Wk; jpU ,Ujaehju; FOkj;jpdu; 
Nghd;wtw;iw Vw;gLj;jpf;nfhLj;jdu;. mj;NjhL mtu;fis 
gyg;gLj;Jk; Nehf;fpy; ,isNahu; fj;Njhypf;f khztu; 
mikg;G> ,isNahu; fj;Njhypf;f ngz;fs; mikg;G kw;Wk; 
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fpwp];jt njhopyhsu; rk;Nksdk; Nghd;wtw;iw 
Muk;gpj;jdu;. Vio kf;fspd; rKjha nghUshjhu 
epiyfis mgptpUj;jp nra;Ak; Nehf;fpy; nfhOk;gpy; 

‘nrnlf;’ vd;w mikg;ig cUthf;fpdu;.  

         Kd;idehs; GdpjN[hrg; fy;Y}upapdJk; 
mf;Fitd]; cau;fy;tp fy;Y}upapdJk; mjpgUk; tuyhw;W 
MrpupaUk; fy;tpkhDkhd mUl;je;ij. lgps;A. vy;. V. 
nlhd; gPl;lu; mbfshu; mtu;fspd; fUj;jpd;gbMau;B 
knrNdhl; mkykupj;jpahfpfspd; kPJk; ,yq;if kf;fs; 
kPJk; mstw;w mf;fiwAk; mtuJ mkykupj;jpahfpfspd; 
gzpfSk; ,yq;ifapd; Kd;Ndw;wj;Jf;F ngUk; gq;fspg;ig 
toq;fpAs;sd.    

cwTg;ghyj;jpd;  Njit ,d;W  

,yq;ifapd; mkykupj;jpahfpfs; Vida Jwtw rigfs; 
kw;Wk; FUf;fisg; Nghd;W Gjpatuyhw;Wr; R+oypy; Gjpa 
tplaq;fis vjpu; nfhz;L ,Uf;fpd;whu;fs;. ,tu;fs; 
midtUk; ,NaRf;fpwp];J jk; kf;fSf;F mUspa 
cz;ikahd tho;it ngw;Wf;nfhLg;gjw;F jk;kpilNa 
cwTghyj;ij Vw;gLj;jpf; nfhz;L J}a Mtpahupd; 
JizNahL nraw;gLthHfshf (Nahthd;10:10) 

Mf;fk; : mUl;je;ij. ,k;kDNty; gu;dhe;J mkjp> 

nkhopngau;g;G : mUl;rNfhjuu;. mkurpq;fk; nIaFkhud; mkjp
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THE OBLATE MADONNA 

“We shall always look on her as our mother (OMI C 10). 
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